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Heronries of Tamil Nadu

S. Subramanya
PHT Schemé,J Block, GKVK Campus, University of Agricultural Sciences, Bangalore 560065. Email: subbus@vnl.com

Introduction Museum (NHM) at Tring, England (formerly the rainfall of Tamil Nadu though some rains
etailed studies on heronries in Tamilknown as British Museum of Natural occur during winter (January and February)
Nadu (south-eastern state in India) areHistory), were also extracted from theand summer (March to May). The state

very few and much of the available literaturelnternet. This information was analyzed todepends mainly on the north-east monsoon,

on the heronries of the region (Pittie 2005)discern patterns in the nesting of largebetween October and December, which is
abounds with accounts on Vedanthangal, @olonially waterbirds within the state. often accompanied by a depression in the
heronry of great antiquity (Shortt 1865, Details on some of the major wetlandssouth Bay of Bengal resulting in heavy rain

Bates 1931, Krishnan 1960, 1993, 2001 pccurring in the state were obtained from aalong the coast. The Western Ghats act as a

Paulraj 1985, Santharam and Menon 1991Survey of India map of the state (scale: 1:Jbarrier, denying the state the full benefit of

Venkatraman and Muthukrishnan 1993, million), Asian Waterfowl Census reports the south-west monsoon. Only the Nilgiris

Santharam 2000, 2004, Spillett 1969, Paulrafvan der Ven 1987, Scott and Rose 1989and Kanyakumari districts benefit from both

and Kondas 1987, Baskaran 1999). The onlyPerennou et al. 1990, Perennou ananonsoons (Anon 2005a).

other century-old heronry, with a recordedMundkur 1991, 1992) and from Vijayan etal. The state has a number of seasonal rivers

history, is Koonthakulam (Rhenius 1907,(2004). Location information on these and the surface water resources are almost

Webb-Peploe 1945, Wilkinson 1961, wetlands was extracted from Survey of Indiafully harnessed through 61 major reservoirs

Johnson 1971, Kumar 1980, Subramaniamaps. Nomenclature and systematic listingand 39,202 big and small tanks (Anon 2005a).

2003). Of recent, information on selectfollow Manakadan and Pittie (2001). The perennial river of the state is the

heronries, namely, Chitrangudi, Vettangudi, Cauvery which originates in Kodagu in

Kanjirankulam, Vettakudi-Karaivatti and a Study Area neighbouring Karnataka. The Cauvery and

few others is available on the Internet (AnonThe present study covers the entire statés tributaries irrigate the fertile Coromandel

2005 a,b,c), in addition to occasional articlesof Tamil Nadu. Although, the state has beerplains and the Thanjavur-Nagapattinam

on the breeding congregation of largedivided into 30 administrative districts, it regions, known as the granary of Tamil

colonial waterbirds in the popular newscan also be divided into three broadNadu. The other rivers in the state are the
media (Anon 1975, 1984a,b, MN 1980, physiographic regions namely, the westerrPalar, Pennar, Vaigai andmiraparaniThe

Ratnam 1969, Jaishankar 2005, Johnsohilly region and the plains along the coastMettur dam forms a huge reservoir across

2000, Venkataramani, 1990). The onlyand the north-western high elevation areathe Cauvery, and a “Grand Anicut,” a vast

publications that mention a few of the Parallel to the coast and gradually risingchannel leading from it, has been contructed

heronries in the state are by Krishnanfrom it, is the broad strip of plain country in near Tiruchirapalli for irrigation. The waters

(1978), and Nagulu and Rao (1983). Besidethe east. It extends a little beyond theof the Cauvery have been so well utilised

these, there have been scattered articles aMdestern Ghats in Kanyakumari district andthat its drainage channel, the Coleroon, is

notes on individual heronries (Abraham can further be sub-divided into Coromandelalways dry (Anon 2005a).

1974, Gurusami 1988, 1994, Kumar 1980plains, comprising the districts of Small water storage reservoirs behind

Relton and Moses 1997, Guruswami 1999Kancheepuram, Thiruvallur, Cuddalore andearthen dams, called tanks, dot the expanse

Johnson 2000, Naganathan 2005, Karnaivellore; the alluvial plains of the Cauvery of Tamil Nadu. Though these tanks supply

2005). But for these, there has been nalelta extending over Thanjavur and part ofmany villages with drinking water, their

comprehensive work on the heronries ofTiruchirapalli districts and the dry southernprimary purpose is irrigation. As monsoon

Tamil Nadu with an aim to understandingplains in  Madurai, Dindigul, rains fall erratically during a few monthsin

their status and discerning patterns in theiRamanathapuram, Sivagangai,the year, these irrigation tanks serve to store

distribution. The present paper is a step/irudhunagar, Tirunelveli and Thoothukudi and regulate the flow of water for agricultural
towards filling this gap in the ornithological districts. The arid, desert-like land in the stataise, associated mainly with the production
history of the state and an effort to put theis confined to a small area in Tirunelveli of paddy (von Oppen and Rao 1980). Paddy
heronry scenario in the state in a propedistrict. Tamil Nadu has a number of riversis the principal agricultural crop in the state,
perspective. The present work is part of ahat are relatively small and seasonal. Thgrown over nearly 2,200,000 Ha (Anon
much larger nation-wide effort to understandCauvery delta presents some extremel2005a). Together, the rivers, reservoirs and
the status and distribution of heronries indistinctive physical features and is the tanks provide major feeding grounds for
India (Subramanya 1993, 1996, 2003). intimately associated with the life of all its the waterbirds in the state (Hussain and Roy
broader regions. The presence of a larg&993, Vijayan et al. 2004).

Methods number of man-made wetlands (village

Details on the heronries of the state wererrigation tanks) is a characteristic featureResults and discussion

collected by circulating a questionnaire toof the lowland plains (<150 m MSL) Nesting species

individual birdwatchers. Besides this, bordering the sea (Anon 2005a). Nineteen of the 26 species of colonially

information available in published literature nesting large waterbirds that are known to

(Pittie 2005), popular print media and on theWetland resources of Tamil Nadu breed in Indian heronries (Subramanya

Internet was reviewed. Details of eggTamil Nadu is a water-deficient state despitel 996), namely, Spot-billed PelicBelecanus

collections from Tamil Nadu, housed in the c. 950 mm annual precipitatiofihe south-  philippinus(SBP), Little Cormorarf®. niger

Oology section of The Natural History west and north-east monsoons determiné_C), Indian ShadP. fuscicollis(IS), Great
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CormorantPhalacrocorax carbo(GC),
Darter Anhinga melanogasteD), Little Spot-billed Pelican
EgretEgretta garzettgLE), Grey Heron
Ardea cinerea(GH), Purple HerorA.
purpurea(PrH), Large Egre€asmerodius
albus (LgE), Median EgreMesophoyx
intermedia(ME), Cattle EgreBubulcus ibis
(CE), Indian Pond-Heroirdeola grayii
(PH), Black-crowned Night-Heron
Nycticorax nycticoraXNH), Painted Stork Grey Heron
Mycteria leucocephala(PS), Asian
Openbill-StorkAnastomus oscitarf®BS), :
Glossy IbisPlegadis falcinellus(Gl), Large Egret [/
Oriental White Ibis Threskiornis ‘
melanocephalus(OWI), Black Ibis
Pseudibis papillosgBl), and Eurasian
SpoonbillPlatalea leucorodigESB), nest
in Tamil Nadu (Figure 1; Appendices 1 and Black-crowned Night Heron
2). Of these, Black-crowned Night-Heron
was the commonest nesting species, :
occurring in about 36 existing sites (Figure Asian Openbill-Stork ¢
1). It was followed by Little Cormorant, Little e
Egret, Indian Pond-Heron and Grey Heron,
with 31, 30, 29, 26 sites, respectively. Cattle : .
Egret, Painted Stork and Spot-billed Pelican ' ) Existing sites
were found in less than 20 active sites each. Eurasian Spoonbill # o [ Lost sites
Nests of Darter, Asian Openbill-Stork and ‘ ‘ ‘ !
Oriental White Ibis were found in less than 10 20 30 40
15 sites, while Great Cormorant and Eurasian
Spoonbill were found to nestin 10 sites each
and the rest of the species were represented Figure 1. Number of nesting sites of different species in the heronries of Tamil Nadu
in less than 10 sites (Figure 1; Appendix 1).
Glossy Ibis was the least common of the It is interesting to note that unlike the been found to nest within Indian limits in
nesting species, found in only two sites.Situation in the neighbouring state of Keralathe recent times (Subramanya 1996). The
Little Egret, Black-crowned Night-Heron (Subramanya 2005), the nesting sites oBlack Ibis, usually known to nest singly or
and Little Cormorant were also the mostGreat Cormorant are located inland inin very small loose colonies (Hume and
common species in erstwhile heronries ofaddition to those nesting in the reservoirdates 1890, Baker 1935, Aliand Ripley 1987),
Tamil Nadu (Figure 1, Appendix 2). of Nilgiris district (Appendix 1). What seems to be largely colonial in Tamil Nadu,
The Spot-billed Pelican appears to beremains of the partially submerged treeespecially with respect to its habit of nesting
surviving extremely well in Tamil Nadu with  trunks within these reservoirs, serve as ideallong with other waterbirds in the same
colonies reported from as many as 15 activéesting substrates for the species, &eronry (Appendix 1) and was recorded
sites. Six nesting sites of the species havegituation very peculiar to the Kerala sectionnesting in Tamil Nadu for the first time at
been lost over the last five decadesofthe Western Ghats (Subramanya 2005).Koonthakulam in 1960 (Wilkinson 1961).
(Abraham 1974, Appendix 2). Kannan and Tamil Nadu is the only state where allthe The nesting colony of Grey Herons,
Mankadan (2005) indicate that the Spot-three ibis species nest together. Amongeported near Parambikulam Reservoir in
billed Pelican nesting colonies may havethese, the Oriental White Ibis is the Kerala (Subramanya 2005) due to lack of
originated from Chitrangudi and commonest nesting species (Appendix 1)proper locality details, now appears to be
Kanjirankulam, which is not true, as both The Glossy lbis used to be a resident irwithin the Amaravathi reserve forest, located
these nesting sites appear to have come ingputhern India (Baker and Inglis 1930) ancon the shores of Amaravathi Reservoir,
existence around the mid-1940s (Abrahan®ri Lanka, where it was breeding well over aclose to Puganodai, located some 20 km from
1974). In fact, Koonthakulam is the only century ago (Henry 1971). With no recordsUdumalpet, on the road to Munnar. This
traditional colony of the Spot-billed Pelican, of its nesting activity thereafter, it was evencolony may well be the first recorded
which appears to have been in existencgonsidered rare in southern India (Ali andinstance of the species nesting within the
from well over a century (Webb-Peploe 1945 Ripley 1987, Perennou and Santharam 1990hills of the Western Ghats. Similarly, the egg
MN 1980), indicating that the south Indian Two nests of the species were recorded focollection data at NHM indicate that Cattle
states of Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka anthe first time in 1993 at Koonthakulam Egrets and Painted Stork, Asian Openbill-
Tamil Nadu have been a traditional home of(Sivasubramaniain. litt.). The Glossy lbis Stork and Oriental White Ibis were once
Spot-billed Pelican for centuries is now known to nest at Vedanthangal asesting in the Nilgiris (Appendix 2). The
(Subramanya 1996, 2001, 2003, Subramanywell (Santharam 2000). Thus, Tamil Nadu isBlack-crowned Night-Herons, particularly
and Manu, 1996). one of the few states where Glossy Ibis hashose within Madurai city, are known to
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frequently shift their nesting sites based orof paucity or even an absence of heronrieghoothukudi districts and in the extreme
local disturbances (K. Sathasivamlitt.)  in other districts (Figure 2 and 3). There maysouth around Nagercoil. The effect of the
and thus, the concentration of heronries irbe a large number of sites yet to bealluvial plains of the Cauvery delta,
and around Madurai may quite possiblydiscovered and reported. For examplefavouring paddy cultivation, on the
pertain to the same population. Pudukottai, a district with the maximum occurrence of heronries, appears to be
number of village irrigation tanks similarto that of Krishna and Godavari deltas
Distribution of heronries (Department of Economics and Statisticsin Andhra Pradesh (Subramanya 2001).
Mapping the distribution of heronries 2005, Vijayan et al. 2004), may indeedWhen one looks at the distribution of
shows that not all the districts in Tamil Nadusupport a large number of heronries. heronries in light of the phyiographic
are represented. Heronries were not Although the present inventory of divisions mentioned earlier, very
reported from Tiruvannamalai, Dharmapuri, heronries in Tamil Nadu is by no meansinterestingly, nearly eighty per cent of the
Salem, Namakkal, Karur, Pudukottai andcomplete, looking at the three physiographicsites are found in lower plains along the
Theni districts (Figures 2 and 3). Thezones in Figure 5, one can distinguish sixcoast (Figure 4 and 5).
maximum numbers of heronries have beemlistinct clusters of heronries. Starting from  Figure 6 shows the distribution of all major
reported from Thirunelveli, Ramanthapuramthe north, these clusters are distributedvetlands of Tamil Nadu along with its rivers.
and Kancheepuram districts, with 12 sitesaround Tiruvallur-Chennai-Kancheepuram;When the distribution of these heronries
each, closely followed by Kanyakumari along the Cauvery River from Erode throughare matched with the occurrence of major
district with nine nesting sites. Six to eight Tiruchirapalli and the entire Cauvery deltawetlands within Tamil Nadu (Figure 6),
heronries have been reported from each opread over the districts of Perambalur-barring gaps of heronry information from
Madurai, Chennai, and Nilgiris districts. The Nagapattinam-Tiruvarur and Thanjavur; Villupuram-Cuddalore and Tirunelveli-
remaining districts hold less than four sitesMadurai and Sivagangai plains; Virudhunagar areas, we see that they largely
each. This tally is by no means an indicatiorRamanthapuram districts; Tirunelveli- coincide with the distribution of major tanks,

Tiruvallur
Chennai |

Vellore
Kancheepuram
Krishnagiri
Tiruvannamalai

Dharmapuri |

Villupuram
Salem
Erode

The Nilgiris
Cuddalore
Namakkal
Coimbatore
Perambalur

Nagapattinam |

Karur
Tiruchirapalli

Thanjavur |

Tiruvarur
Dindigul
Pudukkottai
Theni

Madurai |

Sivagangai
Virudhunagar
Ramanathapur
Thirunelveli
Thoothukudi
Kanniyakumari

Figure 2. Number of heronries in different districts of Tamil Nadu
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indicating the importance of these village
irrigation tanks and the Cauvery delta as
major foraging grounds for the species
nesting in the heronries of the state.

Nesting sites
The details of nesting sites that occur in
different districts along with the species
nesting in them and their status is given in
Appendices 1 and 2. Of the 97 sites for
which information is available, 39 sites are
no longer active. The rest have been active
over the last 10 years. The heronries are
found in varied habitats, but nearly 35 per
cent of the sites areon partially submerged
Acacia niloticastands in village irrigation
tanks. About 34 per cent of the heronries
are found within human habitations while
the rest are in varied situations (Table 1).
The attraction oA. niloticais such that,
at Koonthakulam, where birds used to nest
traditionally on trees growing amidst
habitation even before 1903, they have
partly shifted over to nest oA. nilotica
growing in the adjacent village tank since
1989 (Padmanabhamlitt.). Prior to 1989,
birds used to nest only inside the village.
The number of nesting species and also the
number of birds visiting Koonthakulam have
increased since the main breeding site has
shifted to the tank close by. In selected
cases where tanks wiitaciaare found in
adjoining, villages, they have been occupied
by nesting birds — as seen at Peria
Kollankudi-Chinna Kollankudi and Mela
Selvanoor-Keela Selvanoor.
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year, with certain species nesting in both
the seasons (Gurusami 1994), making it to
be yet another heronry that differed in its
nesting periodicity from the main north-east
monsoon nesting in other heronriés.
Karnataka, Painted Storks nest later than
Spot-billed Pelicans (Sanjay 1993), while the
reverse appears to be true in Tamil Nadu.
For example, at Koonthakulam, Wilkinson
(1961) found that while Painted Storks had
commenced nesting in January, the Spot-
billed Pelicans were yet to arrive and while
the pelicans were still incubating in March,
the storks already had young ones in their
nests.

Size and composition of nesting colonies
Several large heronries occur in Tamil Nadu.
A majority of the heronries in the state are
multi-species nesting sites, some of which
have records of as many as 17 species
nesting in them (Figure 9; Appendix 1 &2).
Nine heronries have ten or more nesting
species and about 18 sites have between 5-
9 species nesting in them. About 19 sites
are single species colonies. The larger
colony size with greater number of nesting
species (Table 2) appears to be a function
of age of the colony, availability of adequate
nesting substrate and the quality of
protection that the nesting sites enjoy
(Subramanya 1996). On the other hand, the
disappearance of certain nesting species
over the years or decades is also known to
occur as seen at Vedanthangal, where the

o Existing site
O Lost site

‘ ‘ Cattle Egret is not known to nest in recent

79E 80E years, while earlier studies does indicate its

Figure 3. Distribution of heronries in Tamil Nadu presence as a nesting species (Krishnan
Key to districts: 1-Thiruvallur, 2-Chennai, 3-Vellore, 4-Kancheepuram, 5-Krishnagiri, 6- 1960, Spillett 1969, Paulraj 1985). As pointed
Thiruvannamalai, 7-Dharmapuri, 8-Villupuram, 9-Salem, 10-Erode, 11-The Nilgiris 12- out by Santharam (1987, 1988), such
Cuddalore, 13-Namakkal, 14-Coimbatore, 15-Perambalur, 16-Nagapattinam, 17-Karur, 1&hanging patterns with some of these
Tiruchirapalli, 19-Thanjavur, 20-Thiruvarur, 21-Dindigul, 22-Pudukottai, 23-Theni, 24- species may largely be linked to their
Madurai, 25-Sivagangai, 26-Virudhunagar, 27-Ramanathapuram, 28-Tirunelveli, 29-

movement patterns within the state.
Thoothukudi, 30-Kanyakumari. P

Over a century ago, Rhenius (1907) found

] . ) only Spot-billed Pelican and Painted Storks
Nesting seasons Kachipedunatham, do the birds nest fromyreeding at Koonthakulam. In 1960,

Based on the available information, nestinglune to October, deviating from the north-\yjikinson (1960) found Black-crowned
seasonality of birds in heronries occurringeast monsoon based nesting seasons of th§ght-Heron and Little Egret and the Black
in the state is presented in Figures 7 and &urrounding region. At these sites, the birdspjs nesting in addition, at the site. Today,
and Appendices 1 and 2, it is apparent thavere not dependent on north-east monsoorspecially after the birds have extended their
though there exists a bimodal nestingbut on the release of water from Mettur Dampeeding area from the village environs to
pattern among the heronries across théor “kuruval’ (short duration) cultivation pest on partially submergektaciastands
state. However, a majority of waterbird (June-September). The birds arrived at theify the village tank close by, Koonthakulam
species considered, nest during the northresting site and began constructing nestgow hoasts of 15 nesting species. Similarly,
east monsoon season (Figure 8). during June and by October, the fledglingsthe numbers of nesting species have
The heronries in western Tamil Nadu, were ready to fly. This nesting activity was jncreased over the decades at Vedanthangal
being part of the Western Ghats, arealso known to coincide with the inflow of (see Santharam and Menon 1991, Santharam
influenced by the south-west monsoon asvater to Coleroon river (Ratnam 1969). The2000) from the time of Shortt (1865), Packard
are the heronries of Kerala (Subramanyairds at Simpson Estate heronry were1903) and Bates (1931).
2005). Only at Kudikadu and recorded nesting almost throughout the
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Figure 4. Distribution of heronries in different
elevation ranges in Tamil Nadu

Traditional heronries

The popular view on the existence of
heronries is that they are traditional and age-
old breeding grounds for birds. This view
does hold true, when one considers sites
like Vedanthangal and Koonthakulam, Wh?fﬁq B
birds have been nesting from well over a
century. Vedanthangal could be one of the
oldest heronries existing in the country
today. Based on documentary evidence,
Bates (1931) was able to trace the existence
of Vedanthangal heronry as to 1796-1798.
Shortt (1865) visited Vedanthangal in March
1864, Packard (1903) in December 1902 and
Bates (1931) between 1928-1930. Although
documented evidences on the existence of
the heronry are available since 1793, Paulraj
(1985) says that its history may well date
back to the Ramayana periad 8000gc). B
Rev. Charles Theophilus Edward Rhenius, 1
an European who lived in Tirunelveli ;g 80E

between 1814-1838 observed the breeding ) o o ) ) ) .
of Spot-billed Pelican and Painted Storkslgt Figure 5. Distribution of heronries in different physiographic zones in Tamil Nadu.

Koonthakulam (MN 1980) and first reportedrom right to left, elevations of the three zones are 0-150m, 150-300m and 300-2000m, respectively.
its existence in 1903. Webb-Peploe (1945) i . . .
considered that the pelicanry could We”fe_edln_g grounds, a majority of which are Lo_ss ofheronr|e§ _
have exited 60-70 years prior to 1945, |nirrigation tanks. I_n years of poor monsoon Thirty-nine nesting sites have been Io_st
addition, sites like Simpson Estate, or a monsoon f_aulure, b|rd§ do not attemptoverthe_dec_ades in '_I'am_ll Nao_iu (Appendix
Chitrangudi, Vettangudi, and Kanjirankulam breeding. Also, if the water in the tanks goes?). Very little information is available on the

Idry before the nesting is completed, birdsreasons for such loses. Available

have existed for several decades. However, s " > X
are known to abandon their nests (Paulrajinformation indicates that disturbance by

not all heronries can boast of such antiquity. o X
1985, Santharam 1981a, Perennou angeople living close to the heronries, removal
Effect of drought on nesting activity of birds Santharam 1991, S.S. Ramachar_ldra iRaja of nest_ing subtrates and poaching to be
Tamil Nadu is a drought-prone state andlltt.)._Between 197_4-1979 the entire state otthe main reasons fo_r the loss of some of
due to vagaries of monsoon and hasTam'I Na_du experlenced a severe droughthege sites (Append|x _2). Moondrald_apu,
experienced recurrent droughts over thé'ind nesting did not occur in heronries ofan important nesting site for Spot-billed

years (Nathan 1998). Colonially nestingthe state (Anon 1980). Pelicans is an example of a dramatic decline

waterbirds abandon breeding activities in breeding bird populations. It enjoyed
when there is lack of adequate water in their protection from villagers initially (Badshah
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undated, but ceased to exist by late 1980persisted through the 1980s and 1990surned a small roosting colony of Black-
due to poaching and felling of nesting trees(Wilson 1979, 1986, M. Harikrishananlitt.,  crowned Night-Herons in early 1960s, into
(Rajaramin litt.). Although people are V. Naganathanerbally). This was initiated a huge heronry with over ten nesting
initially tolerant towards the nesting birds,to meet the fuel wood and small timberspecies and a colony size of over 20, 000
the stench that emanates from theirequirements of villagers (Wilson 1979, birds in recent years (see Table 2,
defecation and rotting remains of fallen fish1986). Under this programme, a large numbeSubramanya 1996, see box). Similarly, the
from the nests above, produces a repulsivef tanks were planted with. nioltica Once heronries at Udayamarthandapuram,
effect on people, resulting in the eviction ofthese Acacia saplings grew up, they formedarikkili, Sanniyanallur and Theological
nesting birds. This was also the case & dense stand of partially submerged tree€ollege initially started as roosting sites. In
Vikaas School Heronry in Madurai (T. after monsoon inundation, and providedcertain situations, such sites have turned
Badarinarayanawgrbally), where tin cans safe and ideal conditions for the nesting ointo safe nesting sites, mainly due to the
were tied to branches within the nestingcolonial waterbirds. Several of these tankdack of any serious disturbance and the
canopy to deter the birds from perchingwith their excellent growth of. nilotica presence of adequate protection.
For this very reason, the repeated attemptupport some of the large heronries in Tamil
by birds to nest oicaciastands were Nadu today (Table 1). Also, the mostProtection by villagers
foiled by villagers in the tanks at significant effect of this widespread socialMany of the heronries in Tamil Nadu are
Devarayaneri, Perianatham, forestry exercise has caused a shift in theealously protected by villagers despite the
Chamrampakkam, Arapakam, nesting pattern of large colonial waterbirdsstench emanating from the nesting activities
Gangaikondan, Seethaparapanallurfrom nesting within villages to tank-based of the birds. Some of these sites include
Nenmeni, Kaveripakkam, Thennagaramgolonies. For that matter, there were veryKanjirankulam (Anon undated, Abraham
Vaigai and Thalainayar (Badshah undatedfew village tanks with trees on their 1974), Kollugudipatty (Anon 1977),
Appendix 2). The cessation of nestingforeshores, which could have been used foddayamarthandapuram (Anon 1990),
activity of birds at Simpson Estate a fewnesting by waterbirds, prior to the Vettangudi (Anon 1975) and Vedanthangal
years back, for reasons not yet known, isommencement of social forestry (Paulraj 1985, Stairmand 1971). At
quite shocking, especially for a site whichprogramme in Tamil Nadu in early 1960s. TheKoonthakulam, any person who harmed the
was easily the largest heronry in the stateexception was Vedanthangal, with its 200-birds, was taken in procession around the
The felling of Acaciastands used by year history. It had over 500 partially village, with the dead bird tied around his
nesting birds has destroyed activesubmergedBarringtonia sp., trees neck (Johnson 1971), while poachers were
heronries. Some of the tanks where thaupporting a heronry (Shortt 1865, Batedined with penalties at Kollugudipatty
Acacia stands have been cut include, 1931, Krishnan 1960, Spillett 1969, Paulraj(Anon 1977). Also, when th&caciastand
Velurkulam (in 2004: Robert B. Grubh, 1985). In those earlier times, most of thein the tank was scheduled to be cut down at
verbally), Periakanmoi and Sakkarakottaiwaterbirds, with a few exceptions (Table 1),Koonthakulam, the villagers protested and
(partially felled during 1991-1992, leaving appeared to have nested on trees insidgrevented such a move (S. T. Basakaran,
intact only the trees on the periphery: Svillages, as seen at Koonthakulam beforeverbally). Even at Udayamarthandapuram,
Vasukiin litt). At Sakkarakottai tank, a part 1989 (Rhenius 1907, Wilkinson 1961), atwhat started as an effort to curb poaching,
of these peripheral trees were cut dowrPackard’s colony in Chingelput (Baker 1935)led to the entire village passing resolutions
again during 2003-2004 (S. Balachandranand at a few others as indicated by Abrahano save the birds. An active follow-up action
verbally). Thus, the future of the (1974). Atthe same time, the commencemeriby local people and a village youth
Sakkarakottai heronry is unsure. Even thef heronries in tanks witA. niloticastands association finally led to the site being
loss of heronries at Kamudi, Cheluvanootindicates that man can indeed help in theleclared a bird sanctuary (Anon 1990). At
and Pillayarkulam (Abraham 1974) may wellcreation and establishment of heronriesKollugudipatty, in an effort not to disturb
have been due to human disturbance anthis Tamil Nadu model of foreshore plantingnesting activity of birds, since late 1960s
the loss of nesting substrates. At Dhamabf A. nilotica is worth practicing in other the entire village stopped celebrating
tank a vast stand &. nilotica, which was parts of India as well. Deepavali, the Festival of Lights, wherein
a home for a large colony of cormorants and bursting of noisy crackers is associated with
herons, was clear felled during 1969-1970mportance of roost sites the festivities (Anon 1977). Such initiatives
(S. T. Baskaranyerbally). The reasons for As observed elsewhere in Indiaby people can help to reduce human
the loss of the small colony of Asian (Subramanya 1996), many of the heronriesnterference with nesting activity of birds.
Openbill-Storks found by Packard (1903) orin Tamil Nadu started as roosting sites a#\t Vettangudi, villagers are tolerant of
that of Miss Cockburn’s Cattle Egret Colonythe basic requirements of both, the roostingnesting birds, and consider their arrival in
and Walhouse’s Heronry in The Nilgiris and nesting sites, of large waterbirds ardarge numbers as “angels of God”, bringing
(Appendix 2) is not known. almost the same. To begin with, most ofa good harvest and various welfare
these heronries start as small nascerrogrammes from the government (Karnan
Effect of social forestry in Tamil Nadu breeding colonies with a few nesting birds.2005). Similarly, a prolonged stay of birds in
The forest department in Tamil Nadu shouldGiven adequate protection, the colonythe village was considered as an indication
be commended for being instrumental in thggrows in size, both in terms of speciesof a possible double crop at Koonthakulam
creation of a large number of heronries incomposition and numbers. One of the besfJohnson 1971). These age-old notions that
the state due to the foreshore planting oéxamples of this phenomenon was there connected to ground realities can be
village tanks withA. nilotica. This Simpson Estate heronry in Sembium, wheraised to advantage for motivating local
programme started in the early 1960sthe concerted efforts of a single individual, people and should be used in the protection
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Table 1. Sites used by colonial nesting waterbirds in Tamil Nadu

Type of nesting habitat Frequency* (%) Name of the heronrie$

Partially submerged trees within 34.69 Dhamal Tank, Vandalur Tank, Karikkili Tank, Vedanthangal,
a tank \éeranam, Vadamugam Vellode-Periyakulam Eri, Avalpoondurai Pond,
Vettakudi-Karaivetti, K. Sattanur Tank, Vadavur Tank, Kongurkulam,
Udayamarthandapuram, Vettangudi Patti, Paraikanmoi, Chitrangudi,
Koonthakulam, Pillayarkulam, Mela-Kelaselvanoor, Ramalingam Tank,
Koonthakulam, Velurkulam, Theroorkulam, Suchindram, Manakudi,
Devarayaneri, Perianatahm, Chembarambakkam, Arapakam,
Gangaikondan, Seethaparapanallur, Nenmeni, Kaveripakkam,
Thennagaram, Vaigai, Thalainayar

Tree on an island . Red Hill Tank, Manoli Island

Trees in and around a wetland TVMotors, Peria Kollugudipatty, Chinna Kollugudipatty,
Kanjirankulam, Eppothum Ventan

Trees close to a wetland . Kalpakkam, Thiruchinnapuram, Kudikadu, Point Calimere,
Thaliyarenthal, Sankarapandiapuram, Karungulam

Trees close to reservoir . Amaravathi Reservoir, Avalanche Reservoir

Partially submerged tree trunk in Genmorgan Headworks, Kamarajasagar Reservoir,
a reservoir Mukurthi Reservoir

Trees amidst habitation Simpson Estate, Raja Annamalaipuram, Mylapore, Theological College,
Saligramam, Packard’s Chinglepat Openbill Colony, Pallipalayam,
Coimbatore city, Senniyanalloor, Thatchanendal, Nagamalai, Meenakshi
College Campus, Vikaasa School, Samanatham, Lady Doak College,
American College, Watrup Big Tank, Sakarakottai Kanmoi,
Ramanathapuram Town, Sankar Cement Campus, Poolam,
Cheluvanoor, Kamudi, Ariyakulam, Koonthakulam, Thirupudai
Marudur Sacred Grove, Pudugramam Osaravila, Nagercoil PWD Offi
Nagercoil Nathaniel Street, Nagercoil DFO’s House Compound,
Nagercoil Municipal Park, Vijayanarayanam Village

Trees close to habitation Mannampandal

Trees close to road Battalkundu, Moondradaippu,

Trees on river bank/along a streg Kachipedunatham, Kadavanodi, Wellington Cantonment
Tree amidst a river Suinda Kulam

Trees close to an estuary Adayar

Trees on seashore Madras Crocodile Bank

Island in the gulf Manoli

Aviary in a zoo Arignar Anna Zoological Park

*N = 97 sites,! see Appendix 1 & 2 for other details

of nesting sites and to inculcate a respedh litt.). What has happened at Simpson(Appendix 2) indicates that species like
for the nesting birds. There is a need forEstate is an example of how man can helglossy Ibis and the Black Ibis have only
such ethos to be spread to areas where suelmsure the future survival of heronries.started nesting in the state after the 1960s.
thinking is presently absent. Vedanthangal, which has been in existenc&his may largely be due to the opening up
for over 200 years (Hume and Oates 18900f additional nesting sites, when the
Conservation of heronries Baker 1935, Krishnan 1960, 1993, 2001 foreshores of village irrigation tanks were
Total nesting habitat protection with Paulraj 1985, Baskaran 1999), has grown ipplanted withA. nilotica under the social
availability of adequate nesting substratesize both with respect to species and birdorestry programme. Thus, the planting of
would encourage an increase in the numbenmumbers although it suffered a setbaclkA. niloticahas had a positive effect on the
of species and the total number of nestingaround 35 years ago, due to the loss of theeronry scenario in the state, what with
birds in a heronry over time. One of thenesting substrate ddarringtonia trees, nearly forty per cent of the sites coming into
finest examples of this has been thewhich were drastically reduced from overexistence in tanks planted withcacia
Simpson Estate heronry where a nesting00 trees to around 70, the reasons fofTable 1).
colony of about 60 birds grew over the yearsvhich are not clear (Stairmand 1971). For Increasingly, heronries in Tamil Nadu are
into a colony with nearly 20, 000 birds (V. that matter, a look at the species compositiofound within or close to human habitations
Gurusami, Viwanathan, T. Sudakar Reddyin heronries that existed in the pastaswell (Table 1). There is a need to educate
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Vaduvoor, Vellode), while Vedanthangal,
Karikili and Vettangudi heronries have been
protected prior to 1990 (Anon 2005a).

One of the factors associated with the
occurrence of heronries in villages is the
accumulation of copious quantities of
guano beneath nesting trees. At the
Kokkare Bellur pelicanry in Karnataka, every
year during the nesting season, local
villagers regularly spread farmyard refuse,
hay, dung and several cart loads of soil or
red earth below the nesting trees to collect
bird droppings (Manu and Jolly 2000). At
the end of the neting season, this partially
or completely decomposed guano-enriched
manure is removed from below these trees
and used for fertilising crops (personal
observations). Mostly this is not being
practiced in Tamil Nadu today, but in earlier
days when birds used to nest within the
Koonthakulam village in considerable
numbers, harvesting of guano existed and
played an important role in the protection
of nesting birds (Johnson 1971). Thus,
wherever possible, local people living close
to the heronries should be encouraged to
harvest the guano that collects below the
trees. Villagers should be educated about
the benefits of guano as a manure, whether
it gets collected beneath the trees or falls
into the water below in tank-based colonies
and gets mixed with the water slated for
irrigation (see Paulraj and Kondas 1987,

O wetlands Paulraj 1988). Development of a similar

© Heronries practice in the villages of Tamil Nadu
1 1 harbouring heronries should encourage
79E 80E farmers to take active part in protecting the

Figure 6. Occurrence of heronries with respect to the distribution of major wetlands nesting sites. A focused campaign,
and rivers in Tamil Nadu effectively projecting these advantages,

may help in conservation of heronries to a
local people living close to these sites andas former roosting sites of these largemych greater effect.

to involve them in their conservation. waterbirds tend to grow into heronries very recently, a heronry of Little
Towards this end, the State Forest(Subramanya 1996), all roosting sites ofcormorants, Black-crowned Night-Herons
Department, local communities living with colonially nesting large waterbirds should gnd Painted Storks came into existence at
or close tothe heronries and concernedbe located and earmarked for protectionthe TVS Motor Company at Hosur, on the
NGOs can play a vital role in developing Protection against any form of disturbance yorder of Tamil Nadu and Karnataka, in a
community-based conservation including poaching of eggs and birds,wetland with trees growing in and around
programmes. In Kokkare Bellur, Karnatakafelling, or damage to trees utilised for it created as a part of campus planning
(Subramanya and Manu 1996, Manu andesting should be provided. (Subramanya et al. 2005). The management
Jolly 2000) and Uppalapadu, Andhra The government of Tamil Nadu has doneprotects the birds. This site, along with the
Pradesh (Rao 2004), such efforts have beewell in protecting a considerable number ofsimpson Estate heronry, remains as one of
largely successful heronries. Of the 25 sanctuaries and nationghe pest examples of how the corporate
Lack of protection and continued parks that form the protected area networkector can help in creation and protection
disturbance of the nesting activity of birdsin the state, 11 sanctuaries are heronrie$yf heronries.
is catastrophic for any nesting colony, as itindicating the importance given to these
has been seen at Moondradaipu. It wouldhesting sites. A majority of these sites have=yture of heronries of Tamil Nadu
be worthwhile if local NGOs or even received state protection only since 1990rhe information on heronries of Tamil Nadu
individual birdwatchers in different districts (Chitrangudi, Kanjirankulam, Karaivetti, presented in this article is by no means
of Tamil Nadu adopted heronries andKoonthankulam, Melaselvanoor- comprehensive. Although the present
worked for their long-term protection. Also, Kilaselvanoor, Udayamarthandpuram,heronry survey has brought to light 97
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heronries, including those that once existedthey offer, makes one realise that there couléncouraging prospect, this good omen may
this could well be a small proportion of the still be many more heronries that are waitingwell be short-lived as the future of all the
real number of heronries found in Tamilto be discovered. Considering this,tank-based nesting colonies that do not
Nadu. Elsewhere, intensive searches foeoncerted efforts need to be made teenjoy state protection is uncertain. The
heronries have revealed a highdevelop regional inventories of heronriesforeshoreAcaciaplantations are eventually
concentration of heronries in a singleat district or taluk level and integrate themslated for felling after 10 years, upon which,
district (Subramanya 1996). The mid-winterto project a true picture of the heronrya portion of the revenue from such felling
waterfowl census estimates of large colonialscenario in Tamil Nadu. In this direction, would go to the village panchayats (Wilson
nesting waterbirds (van der Ven 1987,individual birdwatchers, ornithologists, 1979, 1986; Naganathamerbally).
Perennou 1989, Scott and Rose 1989governmental and non-governmentalAlthough the stands that are cut down after
Perennou et al. 1990, Santharam 1990agencies can contribute immensely. Ina growth period of 10 years were to be
Perennou and Santharam 1991, Perenncaddition, locating roosting and nesting sitegeplanted again (Naganathaerbally),
and Mundkur 1991, 1992, Rajan et al. 19920f large colonial waterbirds should be such a move has not largely happened.
Mundkur and Taylor 1993) show that aincluded in the common bird programme ofConsidering the importance @fcacia
considerable wild population of the 19 every birdwatcher and birdwatching NGOsstands for nesting birds, all the tanks with
species considered in this article, occurs in the state. In looking for heronries, it is nesting colonies on theikcacia stands
Tamil Nadu. However, the nesting worthwhile to explore the region around should be earmarked for protection on a
populations of most of these species do noteservoirs and in regions where there ar@riority basis. NGOs with an active
match the population estimates made duringncreased concentrations of waterbodiesinvolvement in local community can work
these counts. The very occurrence of a larg@nce an inventory has been developediowards identifying priority sites and
number of village irrigation tanks, some of efforts should be directed to identify getting them declared as protected sites and
them very small ones, that abound in theéheronries with high density and diversity educate the villager for the need to conserve
lower plains and the area adjacent to hillyof nesting birds for long-term conservation.them, especially by way of the manurial
region of Tamil Nadu (Anon 20054, Vijayan ~Although, the availability ofAcacia benefits they have to offer. Towards this,
et al. 2004), and the foraging opportunitiesstands for nesting birds indicates anthe Tamil Nadu State Forest Department
should actively consider putting an end to
fellings of Acaciastands used by birds for
nesting, and all the existing sites other than
those, which have already been declared as
bird sanctuaries, should be accorded
protection.

“The Gurusami Effect”
Tamil Nadu is a state where the State Forest Department
has done much for the establishment and protection of
heronries. Outside this framework, there has been|one
individual who has devoted much of his life for conserving a
heronry, the welfare of which was very dear to him. V.
Gurusami’'s name is almost a synonym with the Simpgson
Estate heronry at Sembium in Chennai. What started|as a
small roosting site of about 60 Black-crowned Night-Herpns
in early 1960s, grew into one of the largest heronriep in
South India. Thanks to the concerted efforts of Gurusami,
Tamil Nadu was able to boast of being a home for one of the
finest heronries in the country. Gurusami worked as|the
Production Manager of Addison Paints at Simpson Estate,
spread over 2.70 acres with well over 1®@es, which
provided nesting space for 11 species of large colonjally
nesting waterbirds, numbering to over 20, 000 by the furn
of this centaury. Considering the importance of the sitg for
a growing heronry, he rallied support of his superiors gnd
colleagues and turned it into conservation action. His
unending enthusiasm and concern for the nesting colopy is
noteworthy. In an era where the State Forest Departments
and NGOs are working within the framework of their large
mandates, Gurusami, who worked silently and relentlessly
for the welfare of the nesting site, is one of the shining stars
of heronry conservation in India. His unstinted efforts besjdes
O ) being laudable, need to be emulated everywhere in India.
South-west monsoon nesting Gurusami has spent much of his life to set an example that
Q North-east monsoon nesting amply demonstrates what a single individual can do for Ig
| | term bird conservation. The unfortunate and suddssation
77E 78E 79E 80E of nesting activity of birds at the estate, a few years b
must have been heart rending for him. —S. Subramanya

Figure 7. Distribution of nesting seasons in heronries across Tamil Nadu
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Figure 8. Nesting seasons of different species breeding in the heronries of Tamil Nadu
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Table 2. Top ten heronries of Tamil Nadu 625020.

Dr Balachandaran, S. Bombay Natural History
Name of the sité No. Birds* Species Society, Hornbill House, Shaheed Bhagat Singh
Road, Mumbai 400023.

Vedanthangal 12,500 SBR,C,IS,GC, D, LE,GH, GE,ME, CE|  p; Balasubramanian, P., Scientist, Salim Ali Centre

PH, NH, PS, OBS, GI, OWI, ESB for Ornithology and Natural Histrory,
Vettangudi Patti Tank 8000 | SBA.C,D,LE,GH,GE,ME,CE PH,NH, ~ Somoatore i‘i‘rtvgln‘ﬁjj'r‘arcah”énﬁ; oo 240
PS, OBS, OWI, Dr lyengar, M.A.R., 17A, 2nd Avenue, Kalpakkam

Peria Kollugudipatty / 7,000 LC, LE, GH, GE, ME, CE,NH, , PS, 603102.

Chinna Kollugudipatty OBS. OWI, Bl, ESB Drgzzsleullr;é’S_.I:alj](q)il’lm,\?;dvyjllldllfe Warden, Srivilliputtur

Koonthakulam 5,000 SBR.C, IS, GC, D, LE, GE, ME, CE, NH Dr Ranjit Daniels, R. J., Director, Care Earth, No.5,

PS. GI. OWI. Bl. ESB 21st Street, Thillaiganga Nagar, Chennai
L= — 600061.
Melaselvanoor- 4,000 SBR.C, D, LE, GH, GE, ME, CE, PH, Dr Relton, A., Vayalur Road, Puthur, Trichirapalli

Kelaselvanoor sanctuary NH, , EBS, OWI, BI, ESB 620017.

- - Dr Robert B Grubh, Director, Institute For
ChltranQUdl 4,000 SBR.C, GC, D, LE, GH, PrH, GE, PH, Restoration Of Natural Environment, Cosmos,

NH, PS, OBS, OWI, Bl, ESB 2nd Main Street, Christopher Nagar Extn.,

Nagercoil 629003, Kanyakumari Dist, Tamil
Udayamarthandapuram 3,000 LC,D, GH, ESB Nadlu.

Point Calimere 3,000 NH Dr Santharam, V., Institute of Bird Studies & Natural
vadamugam Vellode- 2,000+ LC, IS, GC, D, LE, GH, PrH, ME, CE, History, Rishi Valley 517352, Andhra Pradesh.

_ _ Gurusami V., Addisons Paints & Chemicals, Simpon
Periyakulam Eri NH, PH, OWI, BIl, ESB estate, Huzur Gardens, Sembium, Madras

Lady Doak College Heronry, 2,000+ LC,LE, PH,NH 600011.
Hari Subramaniam R., 3, Chella Muthu Gownder

* Yearly variations are known to occur in bird numbéisee Appendix 1 for details. Thottam, Sastri Nagar, Erode 638002.
Harikrihnan, M. (IFS), Former Principal Chief

. . X Conservator of Forests, 259, Annasalai, Chennai
663. Density of waterbirds at Vedanthangal Bird gqg006.

Stairmand D. A. 1971. Vedanthanddéwsletter Sanctuary, T.Nadu. in: Bird Conservation |sapel Martinez and Andy Elliott, Gombu 2, 1r,
for Birdwatchersl1 (7): 6-9. Strategies for the nineties and beyond. (Eds.): 08003 Barcelona, Catalunya, Spain.
Subramanian, K. S. 2003. Koonthakulam Bird Abraham Verghes, S. Sridhar and A.K. Kannan R. (IAS), Former Collector, Periyar
Sanctuary: An overviewZoos' PrintXVIII: Chakravarthy. OSI, Bangalore. Pp. 55-60. District, Erode 638011.
27-28. Vijayan, V. S., S. N. Prasad, L. Vijayan, and Karthikeyan, M., First year M.Sc., Wildlife

Subramanya, S. 1993. Information Request: Muralidharan, S. (2004): Inland Wetlands of _Biology, AVC College, Mannampandal, 609305.

; . . . L . . avin D. Paulraj, s/o Dr. P. Dayanandan, Madras
Catalogue of Indian HeronrieBVRB News India: Conservation Priorities. Salim Ali Centre "~ . . College, Tambaram, Chennai 600059.

9:11. o for_ Ornithology and Natural History. ki ishnan L.V., No.6, 11th Street, Kalpakkam
Subramanya, S. 1996. Distribution, status and Coimbatore. 603102.
conservation of Indian heronriek.Bombay von Oppen, M. and K. V. S. Rao. 1980. TankkKumaran Sathasivam, 29, Jadamuni Koil Street,
Nat. Hist. Soc93 (3): 459-486. irrigation in semi-arid tropical India. Part 1:  Madurai 625001.
Subramanya, S. 2001. Heronries of Andhra Historical development and spatial Manoj V. Nair, #34, Thoppil Nagar, Kumarapuram,
PradeshMayura13: 1-27. distribution. Andhra Pradesh, India; Trivandrum 695011, Kerala. _
Subramanya, S003. Distribution, status and  ICRISAT. Menon R.K.G., 18, IV Main Road, Gandhi Nagar,
conservation of Indian heronrida: (Daniel, = Webb-Peploe, C. G. 1945. Notes on a few bird Adayar, Chennai 600020.
. T ) P T T Fohammed Ali S., Wildlife Preservation Society,
J. C., and Gayatri W. Ugra., Ed®gtronia:  from south of the Tinnevelly districl. Bombay 247, Main Road, Mettupalayam 641301.
Fifty years of post-independence ornithology Nat.Hist. Soc45: 425-426. Mrs. Chukerbuti I.E., Bonnie Nestle, Gorkha Hill,
in India (A centenary dedication to Dr. Salim Wilkinson, M. E. 1961. Pelicanry at  Wellington, Nilgiris, Tamil Nadu.
Ali). 1*ed. Bombay: Bombay Natural History =~ Kundakulam, Tirunelveli Districtl. Bombay Padmanabhan G., Porunai Nature Club, B-64, SPIC
Society and Oxford University Press. Nat. Hist. Soc58 (2): 514-515. Nagar, Thoothukudi 628005. _
Subramanya, S. 2005. Heronries of KeralaWilson, J. 1979. Social forestry in Tamil Nadu. Palani V.(I.F.S.), Former District Forest Officer,
Malabar Trogon3 (1): 2-15. Indian Foresterl05: 700-706. Kanyakumari District.
. . . .. Palaniappan, N.S. (I.A.S.), Former Collector,
Subramanya, S., M. B. Krishna, S. Karthikeyan,Wilson, J. 1986. Management of community Periyar District, Erode 638011
V. Cava_le and O. C. Navee_ln. 2005. forests in Tamil Nadulndian Foresterl12: Paramasivan, G., Honarary Chairman, Institute of
Ob_servatlons and recommendations for the 3(_)5-313. _ Nature Studies, The Sengunthar Higher Secondary
Painted Stork colony at the TVS Motor Zarri, A. A. and A. R. Rahmani. 2005. Annotated  School, Erode 638001.
Company premisedJnpublished report avifauna of the Upper Nilgiris, Western Ghats, Raajalingaraja, S.V., Arignar Anna Zoological park,
submitted to TVS Motor Company, Hosur, Tamil Nadu, IndiaBuceros 10 (1): 1-46. Vandalur, Chennai 600048.

Tamil Nadu. Raghunatha V._, D-?ll, Staff Quarters,_GKVK
Subramanya, S. and Manu, K. 1996. Saving thé ist of contributors g:?%ff,}eugévoeorggy of Agricultural Sciences,
Spotbilled Pelican: A successful experiment.Ambudoss Arvind, 7/99, NGGO Colony, Rajaraﬂq A C2 #29."ZlSeaward Road. Valmiki

Hornbill: 1996(2): 2-6. Nagamalai, Madurai 625 019. Nagar 'IL’hirU\}anmi‘yur Chennai 600041.

van der Ven, J. 1987. Asian Waterfowl 1987:Anand Naik K.G., Former District Forest Officer, pamachandra Raja S.S., Vice-President, Wildlife
Midwinter bird observations in some Asian A Pegyasr Dés('j”'Ct't_Emg?fﬁss \(/)v?/?/i: india. Tami  S°Ciety of Ramanad District, 58, P.S.K. Nagar,
countries. Slimbridge, England: IWRB. nand, 5., Education Ucer, -India. Tamit paiapalayam 626108.

Venkataramani, G. 1990. Annual haunt for gﬁg?}niﬁageoggflicge‘ 297, TTK Road, Alwarpet, Ramaswamy, G., Lecturer in Wildlife Biology, AVC
migratory birdsThe Hindu28.xii.1990 : : - College, Mannampandal, 609305.
g Yy . Xl : Dr Badarinarayanan, T., 262, Il Main Road ' ,
Venkatraman, C and Muthukrishnan, S.1993. Gomathipuram Si,va ’an ai, Road Madura{i Sanjay G.S., 2208/B, Sadhana Road, K.R. Extension,
' ' p ' gang ' Tumkur 572101, Karnataka.
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Sankaran, K., #14, V.N. Nagar, Tiruchirapalli Susanthkumar, C., ‘Prakruthi’, Indiranagar, S. Subramanya is a Ph.D. in agricultural
620002. Peroorkada P.O., Trivandrum 695 005.Sureshornithology (University of Agricultural Sciences,
Shivaramamurthy, Simpon estate, Huzur Gardens, Babu N., Canara Bank, Vanross Jn., TrivandrumBangalore, Karnataka). He is a Member: Heron

Sembium, Madras 600011. 695039. Specialist Group, IUCN, Switzerland and a Trustee
Sivaperuman, C., | year M.Sc., Wildlife Biology, Vallanattan, A., Kandavarayanpatti 623 203, of New Ornis Foundation. He has co-edited
AVC College, Mannampandal, 609305. Pasumpon Thevar Thirumaganur District. Threatened Birds of Asia: the BirdLife
Sivasubramaniam K., Asst Prof.(Seed Tech.) TamilVasuki S., Former Lab Assistant c/o Wildlife Warden, International Red Data Book2001; BirdLife
Nadu Agricultural Univerity, Coimbatore Gulf of Mannar, Marine National Park, 76/1, International: Cambridge).
641003. Ramanatahapuram.
Sudakar Reddy T., Addisons Paints & Chemicals,Velayudan V.S., 24, Banker’ Colony, Kumaran
Simpon estate, Huzur Gardens, Sembium, Madras Nagar, Vayaloor Road, Tiruchirapalli 620017.
600011. Viswanathan K., Addisons Paints & Chemicals,
Sugato Dutt (IFS), Former Wildlife Warden, No. Simpon estate, Huzur Gardens, Sembium, Madras
50, IV Main Road, Gandhinagar, Adayar, 600011.
Chennai 600020.

Appendix 1. Details of existing heronries in Tamil Nadu

District Name Nesting Spp. Season | Source

Kancheepuram| Arignar Anna SBP,LE,PS Nov-March | S.V.Raajalingaraja, Paulraj et al. 1990
Zoological Park

Vandalur Tank LC July S.V. Raajalingaraja

Karikkili SBP,LC,ME,CE,PH,NH, PS,0BS| Oct-March| Anon 2005 a & c, S. Dutt, A. Rajaram,
Krishnan (1978),

Edayur SBP+ Oct-March | Kannan and Manakadan 2005

Vedanthangal SBEC,IS,GC, D,LE,GH,LgEME, Oct-March | S.Dutt, Kevin D. Paulraj, R.K.G. Menon, Shortt
CE,PH,NH,PS,0OBS,GI,OWI, ESB 865, Bates 1931, Krishnan 1960, 1993, 2001,
Spillett 1969, Siromoney 1984, Santharam
1981b, Paulraj 1985, Paulraj and Kondas 1987,
Paulraj and Gunasekaran 1988, Santharam and
Menon 1991, Venkatraman and Muthukrishnan
1993, Baskaran 1999, Santharam 2000, 2004,
BirdLife International. 2001, Anon 2005 a, c,

Kalpakkam LC,D,LE,GH,CE,NH, PS Oct-Jan Rajaram A..L.V. Krishnan, M.A.R. lyengar

Dharmapuri TV Motors LC,NH,PS Feb-June S. Subramanya, Subramanya et al, 2005
Erode Pallipalayam Las,D,LE,CE,PH,NH May-June| Sviochamad Ali,

Vadamugam Vellode- LC,IS,GC,D,LE,GH,PrH,ME, Nov-Jan | R.Kannan, K.G. Anand Naik, G. Paramasivan,
Periyakulam Eri CE,PH,NH, OWI,BI,ESB R. Hari Subramaniam, Anon 2005a

Avalpoondurai Pond LC,GC,LE,CE,PH,NH,BI Nov G. Paramasivan

The Nilgiris Glenmorgan Headworks GC Sept Nair 1996

Kamarajasagar Reservoir| GC Sept Nair 1996.

Mukurthi Reservoir GC Sept-Oct SSubramanya

Wellington Cantonment PH May I.LE. Chukerbuti

Avalanche Reservoir GC July Zarri and Rahmani 2005
Cuddalore Thiruchinnapuram LE,GH,LgE,PH,OBS Nov-March | S.Anand

Veeranam LE,GH,NH Nov-March| S.Anand

Coimbatore Coimbatore city NH Oct $lohamad Alj,

Amaravathi Reservoir GH,NH July-Oct Isabel Martinez and Andy Elliott
Perambalur Kudikadu LC,LE,GH,ME,PH,NH June-Oct Ratham 1969
Kachipedunatham LC,LE,GH,ME,PH,NH June-Odt Rathnam 1969

Nagapattinam | Mannampandal LE,CE,PH,NH Nov-DgcG.Ramaswamy, C. Sivaperuman and
M.Karthikeyan.

Point Calimere NH Oct-Dec. S.Anand

Tiruchirapalli Vettakudi-Karaivetti SBEC,D,LE,GH,NH,PS,0BS, Nov-March | A.Relton, BirdLife International. 2001,Anon
OWI,ESB 2005a,b

K. Sattanur Tank CE,PH,NH Nov-March| \&. Velayudan
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District

Name

Nesting Spp.

Season

Source

Thiruvarur

\adavur Tank

LE,GH,PH

Oct-March

Anon 2005a, ¢

Udayamarthandapuram

LC,D,GH,ESB

Aug-Jan

KSivasubramanian, Anon 1990, Anon 2005a,c

Dindigul

Kongurkulam

LE,CE,PH,NH

Oct-Jan

S.Baskaran

Battalkundu
(Kodaikanal foothills)

PH,NH

Jan-Dec

A.Relton

Madurai

Nagamalai

PH

Oct-Dec.

Ambudass Arvind,

American College

LC, LE,PH,NH

Nov-Jan

T.Badarinarayanan

Sivagangai

¥ttangudi Patti Tank

SBP,LC, D,LE,GH,LgE,ME,CE
PH,NH,OBS,PS,OWI

Oct-April

Naganathan, A. Rajaram, G.S.Sanjay and
Ragunatha, V, G.T. 1975, Naganathan 2005a,c

Peria Kollugudipatty/
Periyakollankudi

LC,LE,GH,LgE,ME,NH,CE,
PS,0BS,0WI,BI,ESB

Oct-April

A. Vallanattan, G.T. 1975, Anon 1977

Chinna Kollugudipatty/
Chinnakollankudi

LC,LE,GH,LgE,ME,CE,NH,
PS,0BS,0WI,BI,ESB

Oct-April

A. Vallanattan, G.T. 1975, Anon 1977

Virudhunagar

\dtrup Big Tank

SBP,LC,0OD,NH

Dec-March

S.Balachandran, Kannan and Manakadan 2005

Sankarapandiapuram

LE,GH,PS,BI

Feb-Maly

P&ulraj

Ramanathapur

am Parai Kanmoi

SBP,LC,D,LE,GH,PrH,PH,NH
PS,0BS,0WI

Nov-March

S.Balachandran, S. Vasuki

Kanjirankulam

SBP,LC,LE,GH,NH,PH,
PS,0WI,BI

Oct-March

S.\suki, Abraham 1974, BirdLife International.
2001, Anon 2005 a,c

Sakarakottai Konamai

SBEC,LE,GH

Nov-March

S. \suki

Ramanathapuram town

LC,LE,NH,PH

Oct-March

A.Relton

Chitrangudi

SBP,GC,LC,D,LE,GH,PrH,LgE,
PH,NH,PS,0BS,0OWI,BI,ESB

Oct-July

P.Balasubramanian, S.S. Ramachandra Raja,
Sanjay, G.S. and V. Raghunatha, S.Vasuki,
BirdLife International. 2001, Anon 2005a,c

Thaliyarenthal Tank

GH,LE

Feb-March

Naganathan 2005

Manoli Island

GH

Jan-March

Naganathan 2005

Mela-Keelaselvanoor
sanctuary

SBIEC,D, LE,GH,LgE,ME,CE,
PH,NH,PS,0OBS,BI,OWI,ESB

Oct-April

V. Naganathan, Anon 2005a, Jaishankar 2005,
Naganathan 2005

Thoothukudi

Eppothum Ventan

LC,LE,NH,PS,OBS

Oct-March

Robert B. Grubh,

Tirunelveli

Sankar Cement Campus

LC,GH,PH

Nov-Dec

A.Relton

Poolam

SBP,PS

Jan

Kannan and Manakadan 2005

Ariyakulam

SBP,PH,NH,PS

Jan-July

G.Padmanabhan, A. Rajaram, Robert B. Grubh,
Sanjay, G.S. and V. Raghunatha, Siva
Subramanian, C. Susanthakumar,
Chandrasekaran 1983, Nagulu and Rao 1983,
Anon 1984, BirdLife International. 2001

Koonthakulam

SBRSC,IS,LC,D,LE,NH,CE,LgE,
ME, PS,GI, OWI,BI, ESB

Nov/Feb-May
June

Rhenius 1907, Webb-Peploe 1945, Wilkinson
1961, Johnson 1971, Kumar 1980, BirdLife
International. 2001, Subramanian 2003, Anon
2005a

Thirupudai Marudur

LC,NH,PS

March-June

Robert B. Grubh

Sacred Grove

Kanyakumari

Pudugramam Osaravila

CE

July-Augy

st C. Susanthakumar

Nagercoil DFO’s House

LC,LE,NH

April-July

Robert B Grubb

Compound

Nagercoil Nathaniel Stree

LC,LE,NH

April-July

Robert B Grubb

Nagercoil PWD Office

PH,NH

April-July

Sureshbabu, N.,

Nagercoil Municipal Park

PH,NH

April-July

Sureshbabu, N.

Suinda Kulam

LC,LE,GH,PrH,NH

April-July

Sureshbabu, N.

Suchindram Tank

LC,LE,GH,PrH,NH,OBS

NK

V.Palani

Manakudi Tank

LC,LE,NH,GH,PrH,0BS

NK

V.Palani

*Abbreviations as per textNK= Not known
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Appendix 2. Details of erstwhile heronries of Tamil Nadu

District

Name of the heronry

Nesting species

Season

Last seen

Reasons for loss

Source

Thiruvallur

Red Hill Tank

NH

Aug-Dec

early 1960

Chennai

Simpson Estate

IS, LC, D, NH,

June-Sept;
PH, CE, LE
ME, LgE

2002
Oct-March

Theological College

LC, IS, LE,
PH, NH

Oct-March

1998

Saligramam

NH

July/August.

1982

Adayar

LE, CE, PH, NH

Oct-March

Raja Annamalaipuram

LE, CE, PH, NH

Oct-March

pre-1978

Mylapore

LE, CE, PH, NH

Oct-March

Dewar 1905

V. Gurusami, Shivarama-
murthy, K.Viwanathan,
T.Sudakar Reddy

V. Santharam, Anon 1998,
Gurusami 1998, Menon 20042
Oppili 1998

V. Santharam

Krishnan 1978

Krishnan 1978

Krishnan 1978

Vellore

Kaveripakkam

NK

Oct-March

pre-1970

Kancheepuram

Chamrampakkam

NK

Oct-Marc

Disturbance by peopl

Badshah undated

Packard’s Openbill Colony

OBS

NK

pre-1935

Madras Crocodile Bank

LE, LgE, ME,
CE, PH, NH ,

Oct-March

pre-1993

Baker 1935

NK

R. JRanijit Daniels

Dhamal Tank

LC, LE, GH,
NH, OBS

Oct-March

069-70

Felling of Acacia tree

Krishnan 1978, S.T.Baskarar
A.Rajaram

Perianatham

NK

Oct-Marc

Arapakam

NK

Oct-March

pre-1970

Villupuram

Thennagramam

NK

Oct-Marc

Disturbance by peopl

Badshah undated

Nilgiris

Miss Cockburn’s Colony

CE

NK

1864

Walhouse’s Colony

PS, OBS,OWI

NK

pre-1861

Nagapattinam

Senniyanalloor

LC, LE, PH, OBS

Oct-Dec.

pre-1986

NK

BNHM Egg collection

Anon 1986

Tiruchirapalli

Devarayaneri

NK

Oct-March

pre-1970

Thanjavur

Thalainayar

NK

Oct-Marc

n

Disturbance by peopl

K.Sankaran, Badshah unda

Badshah undated

Madurai

Thatchanendal

GH

Oct-Marc

hearly 19909

NK

T.Badarinarayanan

Vikaasa School

LC, LE, NH,

Nov-Jan

mid 1990s

Meenakshi College campy

NH

Nov-Jan

Birds evicted

Kumaran Sathasivam;
T. Badarinarayan

Vaigai

NK

Oct-March

pre-1970

Disturbance by peopl

Kumaran Sathasivam;
Badarinarayan

Badshah undated

Samanatham

Oct-April

1967

NK

Perumal (1967):

Lady Doak’ College

NH

Oct-April

2004-2005

Birds evicted

S.TBhaskaran,
T. Badarinarayanan

Ramanathapura

Cheluvanoor

SBP, PS

Oct-Apri

pre-1950s

Nenmeni

NK

Oct-Mar

Chpre-1970

Kamudi

SBP, PS

Oct-March

pre 1950s

Pillayarkulam

SBP, PS

Oct-March

Abraham 1974

Disturbance by peopl

Badshah undated

Abraham 1974

Abraham 1974

Gangaikondan

NK

QOct-March

pre 1970

Seethaparapanallur

NK

Oct-March

Disturbance by peopl

Badshah undated

Badshah undated

Ramalingam Tank

SBRC, LE, PS

Jan-March

pre 1961

NK

Ganguli 1964

Moondradaippu

Tirunelveli

SBR,C, LE,
PS

Jan-March-
June

Poaching
and
felling of trees

A.Rajaram, RJ. Ranijit
Daniels, Ganguli 1964, MN
1980, Anon 1984,

Bird Life International.
2001

Velurkulam

LC, NH, PS

Marb-June

P 2002

Felling of Acacia treeg

Robert B Grubh

Karungulam

D,LE, CE, NH

NK

pre 1978

NK

Krihnanan 1978

Vijayanarayanam Village

SBRC, PS

March-Junsg

pre 1980

MN 1980

Thoothukudi

Kadavanodi

LC

Jan-April

1972

Poaching of nestlings

Daniel (1980)

Kanyakumari

Theroorkulam

LC, LE, GH,
PrH, NH, OBS

NK

1993

Felling of Acacia tree

Walani
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Does Sykes's Crested LarkGalerida devabccur in Kerala?
Praveen J
14/779(2), Ambadi, K. Medu P.O., Palakkad, Kerala 678013, India. Email: painted_stork@yahoo.com

Neelakantan found this lark to be time, it was quite recently that | was able to

common in Palakkad district in central study the song flight of Sykes’s Crested Lark

Kerala, and extensively describes itsnear Bangalore. Some of the birds (probably

song flight. This is by far the most males) took to the wing on occasions and

definite reference of its presence inlet pour a much richer warbling (compared

Kerala. to an Oriental Skylark) without any traces
of dry “riti-riti-riti " but with a good mimicry

I n this note, | take you through a set of
references and analyses that conclude
that the Sykes’s Crested LaBalerida deva
does not have a distribution in Kerala.

Historical information on the distribution
1. InBirds of Kerala(1969), Salim Ali refers

to the display song of this species whileRecent information on the distribution
describing Malabar Lart. malabarica 1.

However, he did not come across the
bird nor collected any specimens from

Kerala. He also does not mention anyone.

to have come across this species
(sighting or specimen) in Kerala.

In Keralathile Pakshikal(1986 in
Malayalam), Induchoodan (aka,
Neelakantan) dedicates a whole text to
this species along with Malabar Lark
Galerida malabaricaHe mentions that
the major difference between Sykes's
Crested Lark and Malabar Lark is the
flight song, which the former has, and

of calls of many other birds. The species

Grimmett et al (1999) and Kazmierczak mimicked are listed below:

(2000) do not give Kerala as a
distribution range for this species. 1
The only recent published reports of
this bird are by Praveen et al. (1994, 1997p.
from Walayar reservoir (Palakkad 3.
district). Both these reports are 4.
misidentifications! The birds we 5.
referred to were Oriental Skylarks
Alauda gulgula These records have 6.
been corrupting literature for sometime
and it is time that | corrected them. 7.
Oriental Skylark is very common in most 8.
of the dry reservoir beds in Palakkad9.

Large Pied Wagtail Motacilla
maderaspatensis.

Indian RobinSaxicoloides fulicata.
Magpie RobirCopsychus saularis.
Pied Bushchabaxicola caprata.
Redwattled Lapwing/anellus indicus
— partial.

Little Ringed Plove€haradrius dubius
— partial.

Small Pratincol&lareola lactea.
Brown Shrike_anius cristatus.
Common MynaAcridotheres tristis.

Brahminy KiteHaliastur indusat a
much subdued pitch.
11. Indian Grey HornbilDcyceros birostris
again much subdued.

the latter does nét (So comically
described as similar to the difference
between “Namboodiri” &
“Namboodiripadu”. Namboodiri and The song flight of the Sykes’s Crested
Namboodiripadu are two closely related Lark

sects of Hindu Brahmins in Kerala and Though I have been quite familiar with the * Malabar Lark does sing but always from
“padu” in Malayalam means “to sing”). song flight of Oriental Skylark for a long the ground or from a perch.

district and can be heard singing high10.
up in the sky.

The main differences in the song flight of Sykes’s Crested Lark and Oriental Skylark are given below.

Galerida deva Alauda gulgula

The song delivered by hovering at a singlahologdioimg
height vertically until the bird reaches 30-40m apavanihe
Ali & Ripley (1986) describe, “...suspended in the hea
or less stationary at this pitch, hovering on vibrating wings...”

The song delivered by flying in circles or in a zigzag flight at a height
of about 20m from the ground. Ali & Ripley (1986) describe the flight
as “...soaring, hovering, wandering...” | never saw the bird hovering
more during all my observations.

The song can go on for quite a few minutes, teaggh |
precisely timed any. Ali & Ripley (1986) mention, “may |
for over ten minutes without an instant’s pause”.

All the song flights that | could time rarely exceeded 90 seconds ar
never went above 120 seconds.

The ascent (after the initial take off) is veapailly on r
quivering wings with legs dangling.

The ascent of the bird from its perch is at a tangent to the ground.

The reach of the call is not more than 50-100m. One has to strain The call can easily reach over 150-200m.

ones ears to pick the call if the bird is singing further away.

Ali & Ripley (1986) mention that this bird has a better vocabulary The song is much more freely delivered, continuous and the
in mimicry. This probably has attributed its song to be more deliberateiti-rit-riti ” notes fill in whenever the bird is not mimicking.
with disjoint phrases.

| have never come across a Skylark singingdrmepa p
for a short bunigitritf-titi ” that lasts no more than 10

seconds; as if the bird is ascertaining itself that it has not
forgotten the phrases!

On some occasions, the birds were seen singing from a perch (a stone).
The song notes were similar (with mimicry) and duration mostly lasted
60-90 seconds.
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Analysis publication made by the undisputed doyervisits to T. G. Halli, a reservoir near
The crux of the hypothesis is thatof Kerala ornithology whom all of us Bangalore. The birds sang on the wing five
Neelakantan (1986) was referring to theconsider “the authority”; particularly in times between 11:30hrs and 13:00hrs on
Oriental Skylark while he wrote the elaboratescreening dubious records. 9.iv.2005 and seven times between 09:30hrs
text for the Sykes’s Crested Lark. The key and 12:00hrs on 17.iv.2005. The details of
to the puzzle is the flight song that heDoes the distribution of Sykes'’s Crested Skylark’s song are from my observations of
describes in the book. Portions of his texti_ark extend up to Kerala? the bird over the past 12 years from many
describing the lark as, “...a gandharvaThis is a difficult question to answer but | areas in Kerala and from a few places in
singing from the heavens...” when can give circumstantial evidence that it doeKarnataka and Andhra Pradesh.
translated embraces this meaning. not. Ali & Ripley (1986), Grimmett et al (1999)
“.... A continuous melody with an and Kazmierczak (2000) give southernReferences
assortment of songs and tunes interweavelarnataka (Bangalore and Mysore aredli, Salim. 1969 Birds of Kerala.2" ed. Delhi:
with multitudes of other harmonies being the tip) as the southern-most limits of Oxford University Press.
superimposed with the jingling of the ankletsthis bird. We do not have any publishedAli: Salim & Sidney Dillon Ripley. 1986.
lasting for at leastour to five minutes  reports from Tamil Nadu. Namassivayan Handbook.of birds of India and Pakistan
[author’s emphasis]...” (verbally, .2005), Sanju Varghese (verbally, tBor?ether with those of Banglad.(.ash, Nepal,
. S . . ) utan and CeylanVol. 5. Delhi: Oxford
_ ...Fluttering its wings, the bird perf_orms !.2005), and I_haye covere_d many dry areas University Press.
this orchestra from the sky byvering  in Palakkad district (1987 till date) and haveg immett, R., C. Inskipp, and T. Inskipp. 1999.
[author’'s emphasis] with short vertical not come across this bird. Walayar and other A pocket guide to the birds of the Indian
ascends and descends ...” reservoirs do have a similar habitat (open Subcontinentisted. Delhi: Oxford University
Neelakantan saw his lark sing high up ingrassy meadows with some exposed rocks) Press.
the air and explicitly mentions that it wasto that around Bangalore, where | havelnduchoodan (= Neelakantan, K. K.). 1986.
“suspended” while singing. Nowhere in therecorded it. There is a possibility that it ~Keralathile Pakshikdl Thrissur: Kerala
text does he give an impression of acould occur in some of the drier parts of Sahnhya Academy. ['f? Malayalam.].
“wandering” or “flying in circles” kind of north Kerala (a fast disappearing habitat!).Kazm'erc.zak’ K. 2000 f'elf guide to b'rds. of
. . . . . the Indian Subcontinent* ed. London: Pica
flight for the bird. The “spec in the sky” However, C. Sasikumar confirmed (verbally, p agq
phenomenon, the “vertical ascent” and theiv.2005) that he has not seen this birdprayeen, J., Ajith Menon, and Sanju Varghese
time extent of the song flight indicate an anywhere in north Kerala. George. 1994. Walayar - an avian picture.
Oriental Skylark rather than a Sykes’s Hence, we may conclude that Kerala does Newsletter for Birdwatcher34 (4): 79-82.
Crested Lark. Moreover, he has missecdot fall in the distribution range of this Praveen, J., Maneesh Kumar and Sanju Varghese
describing the Oriental Skylark, a possiblyspecies. | would appreciate any comments George. 1997. Birds of Palakkad Hills.
more common species (as it is now), in theon this note or information on sightings of ~Newsletter for Birdwatcher37 (4): 71-73.
book that indicates a misidentification. In Sykes’s Crested Lark from Kerala, Tamil
light of these arguments, it is more likely Nadu or the border regions of Karnatakapraveen.jis an amateur bird watcher actively
that Neelakantan’s bird must have been affNagarhole, Bandipur, Mangalore, etc.).  persuing the hobby for the last fifteen years. He is
Oriental Skylark. interested in the distribution and movements of

. . . . . birds of the Western Ghats and South India. He is
Though I have discussed this with manyObservation details the moderator for the e-mail discussion groups for

birders from Kerala, all of them consider it al collected the details of the song flight of pirds for Kerala (KeralaBirder) and North East
“tough thought” to vouch against a Sykes’s Crested Lark during two summerindia (birdsofNEIndia).

A record of a Sooty TernSterna fuscatdrom the Valparai plateau, south India

V. V. Robint and Sudheendra Rao N. R.
National Institute of Advanced Studies, Indian Institute of Science campus, Bangalore 5600 Enhadliaobinvvijayan@yahoo.com

he Valparai plateau is in the Anamalai using a wing rule and digital vernier callipers.have been storm-blown as there was heavy

hills of the southern Western Ghats, The bird died a few minutes after we rainfall and strong winds on that day. This
south India, with tropical evergreen forestsreceived it. There were no evident externals presumably the first record of this species
fragmented by several tea plantations. Orwounds on the bird. from this area, even though under unnatural
17.vi.2004 some children brought a Sooty The Sooty Tern is described to be acircumstances.
Tern Sterna fuscatao us, which had pelagic tern seldom coming to land, and is This individual did not have the
reportedly fallen to the ground behind theirreported to breed in the Maldives and thecharacteristic white frontal band till the eye
school. When the bird did not move for Vengurla rocks off the western coast of theas reported for adult birds in Ali and Ripley
some time and crowsprvussp.) started peninsula (Ali & Ripley 1983). There have (1983) and Kazmierczak (2000). Instead, this
gathering around it, they picked it up andbeen a few reports of vagrants (“stormindividual had a dark head with buff white
brought it to our research station. It seemedblown?”) from Bihar, Assam and Tamil speckles on the forehead. It also did not
completely exhausted and could not moveNadu. The non-breeding range of thehave the clear buff white spotting on the
when put on the ground. We collectedspecies is insufficiently known (Ali & Ripley back and the wings as reported for juveniles
morphometric information (given below) 1983). We believe that the individual could in Ali and Ripley (1983) and as illustrated in
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Grimmet et al. (1999) and Kazmierczak (2000) Morphometric readings: References

Marginal white spots were visible on the Body length Ali, S. and Ripley, S. D. 1988iandbook of the
back only upon close inspection. It had grey(tip of bill to tail tip) - 355.0mm birds of India and Pakistan together with those
colouration from the neck to the end of theyying length (primary) _ 2870mm  °fBangladesh, Nepal, Bhutan and Sri Lanka
thorax while the region from the belly to the Compact ed. New Delhi: Oxford University

vent was white (see backcover). The bill Bill length Press.
. : L '(from base of skull) - 042.7mm  Grimmet, R., Inskipp, C. and Inskipp, T. 1999.
wing and tail shape were typical 8ferna

_ Pocket guide to the birds of the Indian
spp., terns. The moult seemed new, and@rsus length 022.6mm subcontinentNew Delhi: Oxford University

morphometric information matched with Tail length - 145.0mm Press.

measurements in Ali and Ripley (1983). WeRase of tail to fork - 080.0mm Kazmierczak, K. 200 field guide to the birds
presume that this individual was a sub-adult of India, Sri Lanka, Pakistan, Nepal, Bhutan,
bird, based on these characters. The deagcknowledgements Bangladesh and the Maldiveisondon: Pica
bird was handed over to the Salim Ali Centrewe are grateful to: the four enthusiastic children Press.

for Ornithology and Natural History, from Iyerpady who brought us the bird, Drs
Coimbatore, south India, where they skinnedshankar Raman and Divya Mudappa for theirV- V. Robin is a research associate at the National

. . . ; ; Institute of Advanced Studies and is working with
sustained help, Mr Karupuswamy for assistance
and stuffed the bird. After the dissection, P p y Cbr Anindya Sinha on the conservation biology of

we were informed that the bird was a female?'s V- S. \ﬁjayan_ and S. Mura.lidha.rc’.;ln a_nd thelrthe threatened White-bellied Shortwing in the
and that it's stomach was empty, it had Verystudents for taxidermy, sex identification and pamalais. Western Ghats.
little fat content, and no visible skeletal (or post-mortem report and also Mr Ananda Kumar

. ' and Mrs R. Nandini for their enthusiastic
wing) damage. The post mortem reportSUIOpOIrt
indicates that the bird possibly died of '

fatigue.

More on the distribution of the White-winged Tern Chlidonias leucopterus

Tim Inskipp
Email: inskipp@btinternet.com

he article on ‘Distribution of White- that ‘Later in the season a flock of this sameExtra references for other states
winged TerrChlidonias leucopterus  species was seen at Haddo but none werndhra Pradesh: Perennou e{E90) listed

India and a new record from Andhra procured.’ 10 counted during the AWC in 1990;
Pradesh’ provides a useful summary for theAssam: Inglis (1896-1902), referring to Perennou and Mundkur (1991) listed 22
species. | would like to add some extraHylakandy district in Cachar noted that ‘I counted in 1991.
information and clarify a few points. find | have identified a Tern as this speciesDelhi: Carol and | saw one on 19 April 1980.

The detailed list of records from each statebut will re-examine the skin to see whetherGujarat: Perennoat al. (1990) listed two
does not include Bihar, Himachal Pradestit is correct or not.’ Baker (1929) reported counted in 1990; Perennou and Mundkur
or West Bengal, and only mentions thethat ‘Hole, Primrose and | all obtained (1991) listed 25 counted in 1991.
Andaman Islands, Assam and Tripuraspecimens in Cachar.’ van der Ven (1988Jammu and Kashmir: Anon. (1982) and
incidentally; in addition, Raipur is stated to noted that three were seen at Dipor Bheelilliams and Delany (1985) referred to one
be in Madhya Pradesh, whereas it is nowGauhati during the Asian Waterfowl seen in Ladakh during the period August-
part of the split-off state of Chhatisgarh (seeCensus. Datta (1995) noted that it was &ovember 1981.
e.g. Chandra and Singh 2004). common migrant to Dhubri district, and Karnataka: Perennou et £1990) listed 31
Bihar: Dalgleish (1902) noted that in the Choudhury (2000) listed it as an uncommorcounted in 1990; Perennou and Mundkur
Darbhanga district he ‘shot a bird which | winter visitor to Assam. (1991) listed two counted in 1991.
identified as this species, but unfortunately[Tripura: Hume (1870) referred to a ‘beautiful Kerala: Perennou and Mundkur (1991) listed
lost the skin’; he gave no date for this recordspecimen in full plumage’ collected in 75 counted in 1991.
Himachal Pradesh: Perennou and MundkufTipperah’; this was clarified by Hume (1879) Orissa: Perennou and Mundkur (1991) listed
(1991) listed a count of five made during theas from the Meghna river, Comilla, which 5,230 counted in 1991. Dev (1992) described
annual Asian Waterfowl Census. places itin present day Sylhet, Bangladesh 4 summer-plumaged bird seen at Chilika Lake
West Bengal: Majumdar et 81992) referred  Chhatisgarh: Pittie et a{2005) suggested but no date was given.
to two collected on 20.vi.1965 and onethat ‘Ali and Ripley (2001) erred in dating Rajasthan: Perennou and Mundkur (1991)
collected on 2.v.1966 in North 24-Parganad’Abreu’s record from 1935’; however Ali listed seven counted in 1991.
district. Chowdhury (1984) recorded itinthe and Ripley’s statement ‘Once taken inTamil Nadu: Scott and Rose (1989) listed one
Calcutta area and Anon. (1995) reported iMadhya Pradesh (Raipur, D’Abreu, 1935,counted in 1989; Perennou and Mundkur
from the Sunderbans. Carol Inskipp and IJIBNHS 38: 112)’ is clearly just a citation of (1991) listed 32 counted in 1991; Mundkur
saw one on 27.iii.1980 near Calcultta. the reference, not providing a date for theand Taylor (1993) listed one counted in 1993.
Andaman Islands: Hume (1879) referred tooccurrence. In addition, Lopez and Mundkur (1997)
a specimen procured on 16.iv.1879 at provided annual figures for India— 1994: 21,
Aberdeen by F. A. de Roepstorff, and added 1995: 10, 1996: 232, and a composite map for
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the species shows that these records were report. Unpublished. waterfowl census 1998uala Lumpur: Asian
from three sites in Orissa, one site inAnon. 1995. Fauna of Tiger Reserves Wetland Bureau and International Wetlands
Rajasthan, and one site in Tamil Nadu; Li (Sunderbans, Palamau, Simlipal, Manas) and Waterfowl Research Bureau.
and Mundkur (2004) provided similar (Ii(alcuétaé:ZoSolol%ggl:Surveyfoélndiﬁ.l . Perenn?u,IC. and il'égl\{lun.c(ijkur.. 1994siarf'1 |
. aker, E. C. S. -auna of British India, waterfowl census , mid-winter waterfow
figures Tor subsgquenty.ears—1997. 0, 199§) including Ceylon and BurmaBirds. 2nd counts, January 1991 Slimbridge:
0, 1999: 2, 2000: 0, 2001: 20. ) edition. Vol. 6. London: Taylor and Francis. International Waterfowl and Wetlands Bureau,
Some of the records collected during thechangra, k. and R. K. Singh. 2004. Avifauna of ~ and Kuala Lumpur: Asian Wetland Bureau.
Asian Waterfowl Census counts have been madhya Pradesh and Chhatisgd@itos’ Print ~ Perennou, C., P. Rose and C. Poole. 188in
questioned (e.g. Rahmani 1992) but this is Journal 19 (7): 1534-1539. + web  waterfowl census 1990. Mid-winter waterfowl
published information and should not be supplement: http://www.zoosprint.org counts in southern and eastern Asia, January
ignored. The counts take place in winterChoudhury, A. 2000The birds of Assam 1990 IWRB/AWB.
when this species is more difficult to ~ Gibbon Books & World Wide Fund for Nature Pittie, A., S. Quader and P. Pittie. 2005.
—India. Distribution of White-winged Ter@hlidonias
. : . Chowdhury, D. K. R. 1984. Birds in and around leucopterusin India and a new record from
Tern Chiidonias hybrl(_jusan(_j the rar_ely the Calcutta Metropolitan aredaturalist1: Andhra Pradeshindian Birds1: 81-83.
repor_ted Black Ter@. niger.tis thus qU|te_ 7-16. Rahmani, A. R. 1992. Comments on the annual
possible that some of the counts of Whitep gieish, G. 1902. Birds collected and observed waterfowl countsNewsletter for Birdwatchers
winged Tern involve other species but note in the Darbhanga district, Tirhoot, Bengal. 32 (11 & 12): 6-7.
that, with experience, itis relatively easy to  Zoologist(4) 6: 201-215, 384-389, 449-454. Rasmussen, P. C. and J. C. Anderton. 2Bid8s
identify this species in non-breeding Datta, S. 199irds of Dhubri District, a check of South Asia, the Ripley guid&ashington,
plumages, even at some distance. list with trip list. Dhubri: Nature’s Beckon. D.C.: Smithsonian Institution and Barcelona:
The birds of South Asia. The Ripley guideP€V U- N. 1992. Range of Whitewinged Black Lynx Edicions.
was reviewed in the same issuelrmdian Tern (Chalidonius leucopterysin Chilika  Scott, D. A. and P. M. R.ose.. 1988sian
Birds (pp. 92-94). Aasheesh Pittie reconfirmedBihang Newslettet (1): 21. waterfowl census 1989. Mid-winter waterfowl
' - - . Hume, A. O. 1870. (Letter about a collection of counts in southern and eastern Asia, January
3“9995ted that “The maps in tR‘BP'_eY birds from Tipperah.)bis (2) 6: 435-438. 1989 International Wildfowl Research Bureau.
guide are based largely on verified jyme A. 0. 1879. NoteStray Feathers:  van der Ven, J. 198&sian waterfowl - 1988
specimens, which fact might reduce the 494-500. Slimbridge: International Wildfowl Research
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Predation of fledgling Painted StorkMycteria leucocephaldy a Spotted Eaglédquila spp.
in Sultanpur National Park, Haryana

K. S. Gopi Sundar
Indian Cranes and Wetlands Working Group, C/o International Crane Foundation, E — 11376, Shady Lane Road, Baraboo, Wes0dih 753
USA and C/o Wildlife Protection Society of India, M-52, Greater Kailash Part-1, New Delhi 110048 Brd&il: gopi@savingcranes.org.

I n India, wintering raptors are known to of widespread occurrence of raptors (Urfi Spotted eagleAquilaspp., are common
supplement their diet with nestling storks 1993, 2002). Methods of predation of storkwintering birds at the Sultanpur National
(Naoroji 1990). This phenomenon, asnestlings have not been actually observedark. Heronries with at least two species of
reported from the Keoladeo National Park,and are not known (Naoroji 1990). Here Istorks (Ciconiidae), many herons
appears to be a common reason for storkeport on the predation of a stork nestling(Ardeidae), cormorants (Phalacrocoracidae)
mortality (Naoroji 1990) but is not reported from Sultanpur National Park, Haryana with and darters (Anhingidae) are a predominant
from other heronries in the country in spitea description of the method of predation. feature of the Park in years with regular
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rainfall. On 3.xii.2004, in the early hours of that included harriers and eagleshelpwith literature, and A.J. Urfi for discussions.
the morning, one spotted eagle was seen t@Accipitridae), and lunge displays to raptors

dive onto a nearly-fledged Painted Stork,that flew too close overhead. TheseReferences

which was on a nest with two other youngbehavioural displays are apparentlyNaoroji, R. 1990. Predation #quilaeagles on

birds. The nest was on a clumpRbsopis  commonly used by this species to prevent nestling storks and herons in Keoladeo
) National Park, Bharatput. Bombay Nat. Hist.

sp., amongst other nests of Painted Storkpredation of nests by raptors (Naoroji 1990 Soc 87 37.46

and herons. The parent storks were not athe absence of nest-predation records b%rinZ ] 19'93 .Breeding patterns of Painted
the nest. The eagle aimed for the middle p.antapto_rs at other heronries is pl_JzzImg StorksMycteria leucocephalgPennant) at
of the neck of the young stork, caught |t,c<_)n3|fjer|ng the_ Iarge popul_atlon of  pelhi Zoo, IndiaColonial Waterbird<i6: 95-
attempted to fly off with the prey, and when wintering raptors in India, and this form of g7,

it could not, tumbled off the nest into the mortality to stork young is likely to be much urfi, A. J. 2002. A heronry at Traj in Kheda
vegetation. The actual killing and eating ofmore widespread than literature would have district, Gujarat.J. Bombay Nat. Hist. Soc
the young stork was not observable. us believe. The impact of such mortality on  99: 113-114.

Single spotted eagles are not able tdhe breeding success of the globally near-
displace adult Painted Storks from nestghreatened Painted Stork is an importank. s. Gopi Sundar has worked with waterbirds
(Naoroji 1990), and the absence of adults aaspect to be studied. for several years in India. He presently coordinates
the predated nest must have attracted the the activities of the International Crane Foundation

, . . in India and develops programmes for the Indian
eagle’s attention. Adult Painted Storks wereAcknowledgements _ _ Cranes and Wetlands Working Group which includes
seen on several occasions to give openk-thank S. Chaudhry and G. Mallikyar for their a national coordinated road count of large
winged threat displays to over-flying raptors company during the observation, S. Kittur for waterbirds.

A note on the breeding of the White-bellied Shortwin@®rachypteryx majoifrom the
Western Ghats, south India

V. V. Robin®-2
ICentre for Ecological Sciences, Indian Institute of Science, Bangalore, India. 560012. Email: robinvvijayan@yahoo.com.
?Present address: National Institute of Advanced Studies, Indian Institute of Science campus, Bangalore 560012, India.

he White-bellied Shortwing of the nest with moss. Observations werdinged cap on the broad side, generally in

Brachypteryx majoris one of the made for eight hours (from a hide), over threeaccordance with Ali & Ripley (1983). In nest-
endemic birds of the Western Ghats, Indiadays (19-21.iv.2001), during this stage, afterl the second egg was laid a day after the
(Ali and Ripley 1983) and is a globally which nests were checked every morningfirst egg, which seems to be the case with
Threatened species (BirdLife International Two individuals were seen active near themost passerines (Birkhead & Moller 1992).
2001). The classification and nomenclaturenest. Only one individual, presumably theAn unknown predator preyed upon nest-2,
used in this manuscript follows Monroe andfemale, was observed building the nest. Théoth eggs were missing with no trace of shell
Sibley (1997). During a status survey of thisother individual, perhaps the male, wasfragments, the entire nest was loosened from
species, conducted in the Kerala and Tamibbserved bringing food (‘nuptial gift'?) to the original position and was lying on the
Nadu sections of the Western Ghats, fronthe other (female?) only once during theground when inspected two weeks later.
January to May 2001, | made a fewobservation period. Considerable timeEnthusiastic naturalists living near-by
observations on its breeding behaviour in(>4days) seemed to be spent on creatingientioned that they have observed crows
montane evergreen @hola(as they are the right shape and lining the nest withfrom the town of Kothagiri prey upon many
locally known) forests. moss, after the framework was completedeggs. Though it is possible that the
Mating: Three instances of mating wereEvery time more moss was brought, itpredation could be from the large number of
observedBrachypteryx major majowas shaped the inside by pressing its belly tacrows in the region, any other small
observed mating, at Avalanche in thethe inside of the nest and moving itself,carnivore could have also preyed upon this
Nilgiris on 18.iv.2001. The other two occasionally moving parts of the moss heraest.
instances were oBrachypteryx major and there with its beak. Mating could notIncubation: Incubation period at nest-1 was
albiventrismating, at Eravikulam National be recorded for this individual. 16 or 17 days. Although this information is
Park on 2.i.2001 and 27.iii.2001. On all Nest: The shape, structure and location ofrom only one nest, it is important, as there
instances, mating was on the ground, anthe nests were on lines with the descriptioris no previous record of the incubation
lasted a few seconds. by Ali and Ripley (1983) except that nest-1 period for anyBrachypteryxspp. However,
Nest BuildingTwo nests (hereafter referred was 1.8m above the ground in a crack on @ata needs to be collected from more nests.
to as nest-1 and nest-2)®fm. majowere  tree trunk. Nest-2 was almost at ground The identification of predators and their
found at Longwood Shola, Nilgiris. Nest-1 level, placed between the buttresses of affect on the nesting success of this
was detected when it was being built, whiletree. Nest-2 was situated along a path anthreatened bird needs to be looked into.
nest-2 was discovered with eggs. At the timewvas not concealed in any way.
nest-1 was detected, its framework seeme#ggs: Both nests were checked daily. TwoAcknowledgements
to be complete (with twigs and roots) and aeggs each were observed in both nests. Thérious people and institutions played a vital
bird was lining and shaping the inner partseggs were slightly oval with brownish role in this study. I thank: Wildlife Conservation
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Society’s India Programme, for funding the References consequencegcademic Press, New York.
project and Centre for Wildlife Studies for Ali, SandS. D. Ripley. 198&ompact handbook Monroe, Burt L. Jr. and Charles G. Sibley. 1993.
support. Dr Sukumar, Centre for Ecological of the birds of India and Pakistan together A world checklist of birdsYale University
Sciences, 1.1.Sc., Bangalore, for guiding the with those of Bangladesh, Nepal, Bhutan and Press.

project. Kerala and Tamil Nadu Forest Sri Lanka Oxford University Press, New
Departments for permitting me to carry out the Delhi.

study. Centre for Wildlife Studies, Bangalore, BirdLife International. 2001Threatened birds v/ \/ Robin is a research associate at the National
for institutional help. Ms Mayrese and Mr  of Asia The BirdLife International Red Data Institute of Advanced Studies and is working with
Michele Donino for helping me monitor the nest.  book BirdLife International, Cambridge. Dr Anindya Sinha on the conservation biology of
Dr Shankar Raman and Dr Lalitha Vijayan for Birkhead, T. R and A. P. Moller. 1998perm  the threatened White-bellied Shortwing in the
discussions. competition in birdsEvolutionary causes and Annamalais, Western Ghats.

Sighting of Bar-headed Goos@nser indicusat Kanha National Park (India)
Dhirendra Devarshi
490 Krishna Nagar, Bharatpur, Rajasthan 321001, India. Email: ddevarshi@hotmail.com

27 Xii.2004 while moving within Kanha leapfrogs as far south as Mysore in smalP’Cunha, E. D. E. 199&hecklist of the birds of

National Park, | found a lone Bar- numbers. The distribution map given in Kanha National Park (M.P.Published by the
headed GoosAnser indicusat a shallow Kazmierczak (2000) suggests that there are author. i . )
pond near Indri camp. Phagun Singhonly three records of this species fromKazm'er.CZ&k‘ K, 2000Af|gld gundetothg birds

. ; of India Om Book Service, New Delhi.

Marava, the forest guide who accompaniedcentral, eastern and southern Madhyq\l

did ise the bird and inf @Pradesh. Tvabii (1994 hi : ewton, P. N., S. Breeden and G. J. Norman.
me, did not recognise the bird and informedPradesh. Tyal ji ( ) saw this SPECIeS ONCe 1957 The birds of Kanha Tiger Reserve,
me that he had never seen this species ion 18.i.1987 in Bandhavgarh National Park. - \jadhya Pradesh, India. Bombay Nat. Hist.
the park. He had a copy of D’Cunha’s The two other records are probably from soc.83 (3): 477-498 (1986).
checklist (1998) in which it was not listed. Pachmarhi and Pench. | surveyed ponds antyyabji, H. N. 1994. The birds of Bandhavgarh
Neither was this species reported from thdakes near Chhindwara town (southern M. National Park, M. PJ. Bombay Nat. Hist.
park by Newton et al. (1986). The lone birdP.) in the same week and found no signs of Soc.91 (1): 51-77.
was swimming in the pond with four Greylag Bar-headed Geese in that area.
Geesd\nser anseand there were not many

other birds around. A juvenile ChangeableReferences Dhirendra Devarshi is a lecturer in Zoology at

. . . . the post graduate M. S. J. College, Bharatpur. He
Hawk-EagleSpizaetus cirrhatusias also  Ali, S. & Ripley, S. D. 1987Compact handbook has authored about 25 Hindi textbooks for graduate

present on a dry snag. of the birds of India and Pakistan together ,o4/0gy courses. He has been awarded PhD in Sept

Ali & Ripley (1987) suggest that this WiFh those of Banglaquh:.Nepalv Bhutan andoos on topic, ‘A study of avifauna of the Rajasthan
species is rare in Gujarat and Deccan, but Sri Lanka.Oxford University Press. state (India)’ from University of Rajasthan.

Recoveries from theNewsletter for Birdwatcher$1963) — 9

Zafar Futehally
#2205 Oakwood Apartments, Jakkasandra Layout, Koramangala, 3rd Block, 8th Main, Bangalore, Karnataka 560034, India.
Email: zafarfutehally@gmail.com

egional Secretaries were appointed orvisitor to north-west India and is the of the bird as a destroyer of locusts and
3.xii.1962 at the second AGM of the unfortunate target of sheikhs from theother such pests. Our effort in this way to
Newsletter for Birdwatchersand this Middle East, who bring their falcons here enlist positively their help in protecting the
ensured it a wider publicity, and enabled theo hunt it. The Houbara, in consequence, ibustard would go further than all the
editor to draw in birdwatchers from the wholethe cause of some unfriendly exchangesegislation banning its shooting”.
country. The persons appointed were Salinbetween our government and the rulers of The calls of birds are often a leading clue
Ali, Bombay; B. Biswas, Calcutta; Mrs. Usha Middle Eastern sheikhdoms. Though notin determining a species. Mrs. Jamal Ara had
Ganguli, Delhi; Prof. K. K. Neelakantan, unlike the Great Indian Busta&kdeotis a useful note in the January 1963 issue,
Trichur (Kerala); Dr R. M. Naik, Baroda; Mrs. nigriceps this bird seldom occurs “south describing the calls of 12 species of cuckoos
Jamal Ara, Ranchi (Bihar); E. D. Avari, and east of a line from Delhi to Baroda”, in Bihar, ranging from the softbok-kod
Darjeeling; K. S. Lavkumar, Saurashtra.  and its sighting by Reeves in England waof the migrant Common Cuckd®uculus
Several resident Englishmen at that timean important event. canorusto the boisterouscbop-coop-
were very enthusiastic about tRewsletter K. S. Lavkumar made a wise suggestiorcoog’ of the Greater CoucaCentropus
One of the keenest was S. K. Reeves. Habout protecting our greatly endangeredinensisHaving noticed a Common Cuckoo
reported the rare case of the arrival of &reat Indian Bustards. “The best methoddisplaying before its mate in July near
HoubaraChlamydotis undulatan Suffolk, to safeguard the Great Indian Bustard is tdRanchi, she says, “Undoubtedly it breeds
England. This bird, which breeds ininclude it on the list of the ‘farmers’ there”. If true, this would be a significant
Afghanistan and Baluchistan, is a winterfriends’...to make them aware of the valuediscovery.
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Peter Jackson’s contributions havesaid “For a birdwatcher coming from might have been expected, the Oriole-reared
always been of unusual interest, and | quot&ngland to step off a boat at Bombay isindian Cuckoos also called the same call as
from his visit to Ladakh, “I reached Leh on twice as exciting as it must be for an ordinaryDrongo-reared Indian Cuckoos. The only
December 15 It was a bright sunny morning visitor...one entered...a new world full of noticeable difference was that the ‘Oriole
with a sprinkling of snow on the wonderful new birds...A morning at the Indian Cuckoos’ sounded more musical
ground...MagpiesPica pica bactriana National Park was a great success. We sathan ‘Drongo Indian Cuckoos’. Their calls
(=Black-billed MagpieP. picg scavenging an Osprey, some blackwinged stilts, awere not similar to the calls of either adult
around the town were the most noticeablegreenshank, some common sandpipersr young Orioles.”
birds...l went by jeep for about 140 miles endless little cormorants, which were new Sometimes theNewsletterbecame
south-east along the Indus. Some 30 mileso me and several species of egret andcientific beyond its usual style, attempting
from Leh the valley narrows to a gorge aboutheron”. to identify for example the seven sub-
50 miles long...(and) the gorge finally opens In March, Jasper went by train to Delhi. species of the WrynecBynx torquilla
out into a broad desert plain...The most‘From the comforts of the air conditioned Involved in this debate were Usha Ganguly,
common bird was the Shore Lark express | looked out at a cross section ofulian Donahue and S. K. Reeves. The
Eremophila alpestris elwegiHorned Lark)  Indian countryside. | saw almost 50 speciesVryneck, though allegedly a widely spread
an attractive little lark with black horns, of birds from the train, including many new species, is often missed being sighted
cheek patches and breast band. With therto me, such as the Whitenecked Storkbecause it is “deceptively sparrow like
were Short-toed Lark<Calandrella Adjutant, Sarus Crane, White Ibis, Peafowlparticularly in flight”. | would have missed
acutirostris cinerea(=Hume’s Short-toed and others...(An) interesting thing aboutseeing it in our garden in Dodda-Gubbi
Lark)”. the birds of northern India in winter was (Bangalore) were it not for Salim Ali's usual

S. V. Neelakanta kept a careful watch on ghat many of them | know in Europe in the accurate description: “Has a comical way
pair of Black KitesMilvus migranswhich ~ summer were there for the winter, andof stretching neck and bill upwards and
first built their nest on a banyan tree.behaving differently. For example the pipitstwisting its head slowly from side to side...”
Because of harassment by crows, thavere hard to identify because they did noHow like the Indian Grey HornbiDcyceros
nesting was never successful. Then theyall; similarly the Leaf Warblers, Lesser birostris — though in all other respects so
moved to the framework of a water tank andwWhitethroats, and Moustached Warblersdifferent.
built the nest 40 feet above ground. “Theonly became obvious when | sat down by Not many police officers these days are
eggs were laid early in the cool weather, andushes and waited for them to emerge oinvolved in birding, but Pratap Singh, A. S.
the two nestlings are already'(Bebruary) put up mist-nets and caught them...In MayP. Khargaon, W. Niniar (Madhya Pradesh)
larger than house crows, and can be seergo to Kashmir and then to Afghanistan. If got interested through theewsletter and
exercising their wings”. Neelakanta the Editor chases me vigorously enough, Wwrote a useful note on the Great Indian
observed later that a pair of House Sparrowsay produce a final article to conclude thisBustard. “In July 1955, in my short round of
Passer domesticusd become sub-tenants wonderful visit to India and her birds.” Alas, 15 miles from my home (Kota, Rajasthan) |
of the kites. “The sparrows are nestingin Nepal Jasper succumbed to drugs, andame across 17 birds. They were mostly seen
under and partly within the kite’s nest.”  that was the end of this splendid youngin pairs. The hitherto bleak and forbidding

The Newsletterbecame a little more man. landscape had become alive with the rains,
‘dressy’ when S. V. Neelakanta made a Joseph George wrote a fascinating piecand these birds were feeding on sprouting
sketch for the cover of the July 1963 issueon his observations of four species ofshoots or making short runs and catching
consisting “of Whitebacked Munias young cuckoos. “Young cuckoos of four grasshoppers and crickets”. Other notes by
(Lonchura striatd perching on a Casuarina different species were seen in New Foresthim on the bustard are also helpful in
tree Casurina equisetifolin The birds Dehra Dun every summer. They were theunderstanding the status of the bustard 50
started building a globular nest on SundayKoel, the common Hawk-Cuckoo, the Piedyears ago.
the 12", and finished the same on the"14 Crested Cuckoo and the Indian Cuckoo. Bird names or their mis-names keep
May. By kneeling on the top of my car, | Crows were the fosterers of the first, andarousing the ire of birders. Joseph George
was able to put my finger on the lateralJungle Babblers for the second and thirdwrote, “Recently | assisted General (Sir
entrance of the nest on the"l&nd found The calls of the fledgling cuckoos, as theyHarold) Williams in the production of a
no eggs.” In the August 1963 issue Mr.followed their foster parents, were a poorrevised check-list of the ‘Birds of Delhi and
Neelakanta’s article on how birds fly, imitation of the calls of the latter. The calls District’...We ran up against a number of
illustrated with eight sketches, is well worth were also similar to, but distinguishable fromproblems in naming some of the birds
reading if only to understand that thethe calls of the legitimate young of thelogically...The word ‘Indian’ is sometimes
general belief that “birds fly by pushing the fosterers themselves. used before the names of birds. At other
air downwards and backwards with their “The Black Drongo was the only bird seentimes, it is not used. In this connection, it is
wings” is far from the truth. Things are not fostering the Indian Cuckoo for severalwell to remember that the Tree Pipit and the
always, what they seem. years. In 1960 and again in 1961 one youngndian Tree Pipit are two different species

The April 1963 issue carried a fine article bird was seen fostered by Golden OriolegRipley call the latter Hodgson’s Pipit). Let
by Jasper Newsome, a nephew of Col. Rwhile two or three others were, as usualus be certain where we want to use ‘Indian’
Meinertzhagen (formerly renowned for his fostered by Black Drongos. The call of theand where not...The use of the word
researches, some of which have now beeBrongo-reared Indian Cuckoo was, as wascommon'’ bothers some people when used
proved to be scandalously fabricated).to be expected, more or less the same as tlier a bird that is not common, as for instance
Writing about birds around Bombay, Jaspercall of young Drongos. But contrary to whatthe Common Cuckoo in Delhi...”
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Responding to George’s note, Salim Alipirds...Knocking at our doors.” In the heartjerking the fish into position and swallowing
wrote, “Mr. Joseph George has touchedof crowded Ernakulam in April 1963, a it head foremost which it seemed in no hurry
upon a point of which the unsatisfactorinessdrongo Cuckodurniculus lugubrigind a to do. This is manifestly the same play as a
— inconsistency, and even absurdity haBlack-naped OrioleOriolus chinensis cat makes with a mouse it has caught and
long been felt...Most of the incongruities, arrived in his garden. “It is interesting to clearly for the fun of it.”
of course, stem from the fact that Englishnote that both these birds had been attractedThe constraint of space makes it
names for our birds were ‘manufactured’ orto the place by the occurrence of anecessary to refer even more briefly than |
bodily transported from Britishers familiar particularly suitable kind of food: The have done above to the material in the issues
with their own birds when up against speciesDrongo Cuckoo had undoubtedly come inOctober-December 1963. Based on
in their own country”. Unfortunately the search of the large caterpillars; the Oriolénformation supplied by Zonal Directors of
new names based on ‘more’ scientifichad come for the ripe fruit of a large mulbernyLighthouses in Bombay, Calcutta and
discoveries relating to Families, Genera antbush growing 15 yards away from the mang®adras, Salim Ali wrote about the migratory
Species has mad nomenclature even morgee.” movements of Openbill Storks. Usha
confusing. Salim Ali often commented on the Ganguli presented a detailed note on the
Descriptions of stretches of country of behaviour of birds — which suggested (ifnesting of Redvented BulbuRycnonotus
ecological value are invaluable for future not confirmed) that they were just enjoyingcafer. Julian Donahue continued his crake
planners and Prof. K. K. Neelakantan, writinglife. Here he refers to the cat-and-mousevatching in Delhi. K. S. Lavkumar was
of his home village, Kavasseri, in the Palghatantics of a cormorant. enthusiastic, as always, about “the best
Gap (Kerala) laments the passing of this “A note in my diary made at Keoladeo place to watch birds....the home garden.”;
avian paradise. “Now one does not see eveGhana, Bharatpur, 3 years ago reminds mgueries about S. V. Neelakanta’s article on
one-tenth of the number of birds one usef this interesting incident. A large how birds fly. The Editor’s roundup of
to some ten years ago...The very smaliCormorant Phalacrocorax carbd, birdwatching during 1963 ended with the
number of unusual birds (the Red Spurfowl,obviously sated, dived and brought up aheering quotation from the Hazaribagh
the Greenbilled Malkoha, the Whitethroatedcatfish about 6 inches long in its bill. It swvamNational park, about, “A Bird in the Bush
Ground-thrush, to mention a few examplesyith the quarry to the shore some 30 feeworth two in the hand.”
are clinging on to the minute _patches Ofaway' dropp_ed_lt struggling on the bank’Padmashri Zafar Futehally is the founder-
scrub and woods that remain...rubberobviously enjoying the spectacle. Presentlygitor of Newsletter for Birdwatcherand edited it
plantations attract few birds and it picked up the fish again and swam outfor 40 years. He is the recipient of several national

unfortunately, it is rubber and tapioca thatwith it some distance, released it in the waterand international awards in the field of wildlife
conservation including Order of the Golden Ark

1981) and the Salim Ali International Award for

is replacing our scrub forest.” dived after it, caught it again and carried it
In another note, Prof. Neelakantan referspack to the shore. The bird repeated thesgaire Conservation (1997). He is editor emeritus
to an uncommon experience of “raremaneuvers deliberately several times beforef indian Birds

Editorial

n a dark moonless night in 1996 a fewpride in the Telugu people was judiciouslyease of use. We hope to enclose a similar

friends and | stood near Reddipalli exploited by Pushp Kumar, a legendaryindex to Indian Birds (2005) with the
village (Cuddapah district, Andhra Pradeshofficer of the Andhra Pradesh ForestJanuary-February 2006 issue.
India), in a dry scrub area, mesmerized by &epartment. He asked the chief minister how Several people have helped tremendously
torch-beam that illuminated a Jerdon’sa hero of the Telugus could tolerate thein putting the 2005 issues bfdian Birds
CourserRhinoptilus bitorquatusThis  extinction of the only trulyfelugubird in  together and we would like to place on
Glareolid survivor of antediluvian the world? When this riddle was explainedrecord our gratitude. Szabolcs Kékay, Sachin
continental fragmentation, this Sinbad of theto him, Rama Rao, to his credit, gaveJaltaré, Otto Pfister, Sumit K. Sen and
adrift continental Indian plate floating instructions to re-align the canal. Will Clement Francis M. for artwork and
inexorably across the Sea of Tethys, thislerdon’s double-necklacethi{forquatug photographs that adorned our covers.
frail witness to cataclysmic geological courser be able to breast this fresh storm®lessers Pitti Laminations Limited and G. B.
upheavals, survives by a toe-hold in a corneA BNHS and WWF-India representation to K. Charitable Trust for financial support. All
of Andhra Pradesh, furtively dodging the Chief Secretary and Secretary Irrigatiorour anonymous referees for their patience
everything that an uncaring human world Department was reassured that the Irrigatiomnd diligent perusal of manuscripts and
throws at it. The instinct to survive, honed Department had no intention of harming thetypescripts. S. K. Anwar Hussain for
over aeons of evolutionary fine-tuning, hasCritically Endangered endemic and that thecomputer work and P. Rambabu for all the
helped this Gondwanan relic cling canal would be re-aligned before workoffice work (printing and postage). We
precariously to its fast disappearing world.recommenced. If this is not done, here is avould also like to thank our contributors
The irrigation canal that threatened it whenworthy case for judicial intervention. for their trust and support and our
it was re-discovered in 1986 looms once With this last issue ofndian Birdsfor  subscribers for theirs.
again over its dry scrub habitat. Twenty2005 is enclosed an index to thewsletter Wishing all of you a very happy and
years ago, it was saved by N. T. Rama Radpr Ornithologists which was published in fulfilling 2006!
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